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This is in referenceto yourapplicationfor correctionof yournaval recordpursuantto the
provisionsof title 10 of theUnited StatesCode, section1552.

A three-memberpanelof the Board for Correctionof Naval Records,sitting in executive
session,consideredyour applicationon 10 June1999. Your allegationsof error andinjustice
were reviewedin accordancewith administrativeregulationsand proceduresapplicableto the
proceedingsof this Board. Documentarymaterialconsideredby theBoard consistedof your
application, togetherwith all materialsubmittedin supportthereof,your naval recordand
applicablestatutes,regulationsand policies.

After careful andconscientiousconsiderationof theentire record, theBoard found that the
evidencesubmittedwasinsufficient to establishthe existenceof probablematerialerroror
injustice.

The Board found that you were dischargedby reasonof physicaldisability on 10 June1986,
with entitlementto disability severancepay, dueto chestpain with non-cardiacetiology and
mitral valveprolapse. On 13 November1986, theVeteransAdministration(VA) awarded
you a 10% rating for acnevulgarisand 0% for a facial burn,and deniedserviceconnection
for ten additionalclaimeddisabilities. On 24 January1997, the VA awardedyou service
connectionanda 0% rating for mitral valveprolapseeffective11 June1986. On 3
November1998, the rating for that conditionwas increasedto 10%.

In the absenceof evidencewhich demonstratesthat you sufferedfrom a disability or
disabilitiesratableat 30% or higherat the time of yourdischargefrom theNavy in 1986, the
Boardwasunableto recommendany correctiveaction in your case. Therecently reported
increasein symptomatologyassociatedwith your mitral valveprolapseis immaterial,because
military disability ratingsarefixed as of the dateof separationor permanentretirement,
absentevidenceof materialerroror injustice,and actionby the Board. Accordingly,your
applicationhasbeendenied. Thenamesand votesof the membersof thepanelwill be



furnisheduponrequest.

It is regrettedthat thecircumstancesof yourcasearesuchthat favorableactioncannotbe
taken. You areentitled to havethe Board reconsiderits decisionupon submissionof new
and materialevidenceor othermatternot previouslyconsideredby the Board. In this
regard,it is importantto keepin mind that a presumptionof regularityattachesto all official
records. Consequently,whenapplying for a correctionof an official naval record,the
burdenis on the applicantto demonstratethe existenceof probablematerialerror or
injustice.

Sincerely,

W. DEAN PFEIFFER
ExecutiveDirector


