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Dear!

This is in referenceto yourapplication for correctionof yournaval recordpursuantto the
provisionsof title 10 of the United StatesCode, section1552.

A three-memberpanelof theBoard for Correctionof Naval Records,sitting in executive
session,consideredyourapplicationon 20 May 1999. Your allegationsof error andinjustice
werereviewedin accordancewith administrativeregulationsandproceduresapplicableto the
proceedingsof this Board. Documentarymaterialconsideredby the Boardconsistedof your
application,togetherwith all materialsubmittedin supportthereof,yournavalrecordand
applicablestatutes,regulationsandpolicies.

After careful and conscientiousconsiderationof theentire record,theBoard found thatthe
evidencesubmittedwas insufficient to establishtheexistenceof probablematerialerroror
injustice.

TheBoard found that on 26 September1995, theRecordReviewPanel(RRP)of the
PhysicalEvaluationBoard madepreliminaryfindings that you were unfit for duty becauseof
obsessive-compulsivedisorder, ratedat 10%. Your hypertensionandgastroesophagealreflux
disorder(GERD) were not consideredunfitting, or contributingto the unfitting condition.
You acceptedthe findingsof the RRP on 16 November1995, and you were dischargedwith
entitlementto disability severancepay. TheDepartmentof VeteransAffairs (VA) awarded
you ratingsof 10% for theobsessive-compulsivedisorder,vertigo andhypertensionfrom 16
December1995, and0% ratingsfor a fungal infection and GERD, for a combinedratingof
30%. Therating for the mentaldisorderwas increasedto 30% on 23 January1997,
effectivefrom 21 August 1996.

The Board notedthat unlike the VA, which ratesall conditions foundto be “service
connected”,the military departmentsrateonly thoseconditionswhich rendera service
memberunfit to performthe dutiesof his office, grade,rankor rating. As you havenot
demonstratedthat you were unfit for duty becauseof GERD, hypertensionor vertigo, and/or



entitled to a combinedratingof 30% or higher, thereis no basisfor recommendingthat your
recordbe correctedto show that you wereretired by reasonof physicaldisability.
Accordingly,your applicationhasbeendenied. Thenamesandvotesof the membersof the
panelwill be furnished upon request.

It is regrettedthat the circumstancesof yourcasearesuchthat favorableactioncannotbe
taken. You areentitled to havethe Board reconsiderits decisionupon submissionof new
and materialevidenceor othermatternot previouslyconsideredby theBoard. In this
regard,it is importantto keepin mind that a presumptionof regularityattachesto all official
records. Consequently,whenapplying for a correctionof an official naval record,the
burdenis on the applicantto demonstratetheexistenceof probablematerialerror or
injustice.

Sincerely,

W. DEAN PFEIFFER
ExecutiveDirector


