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This is in referenceto yourapplication for correctionof your naval record pursuantto the
provisionsof title 10 of theUnited StatesCode, section 1552.

A three-memberpanelof the Board for Correctionof Naval Records,sitting in executive
session,consideredyourapplicationon 15 April 1999. Your allegationsof error and
injusticewere reviewedin accordancewith administrativeregulationsand procedures
applicableto theproceedingsof this Board. Documentarymaterial consideredby theBoard
consistedof your application, togetherwith all material submittedin support thereof,your
naval recordand applicablestatutes,regulationsand policies.

After careful and conscientiousconsiderationof the entirerecord, the Board found that the
evidencesubmittedwas insufficient to establishtheexistenceof probablematerialerroror
injustice.

TheBoard found that you enlistedin theMarine Corpson 7 June1967. You received
nonjudicialpunishmenton 9 December1967 for threedaysof unauthorizedabsence.You
were convictedby specialcourt-martialon 7 February1969 of two unauthorizedabsencesof
a total durationof 107 days. You were dischargedunderotherthanhonorableconditionson
27 February1970, pursuantto your request,in lieu of trial by court-martialfor two periods
of unauthorizedabsenceof a total durationof 124 days. Prior to yourdischarge,you
underwenta pre-separationphysicalexaminationand were found physicallyqualified for
separation. No disqualifying defectswere disclosedby you or notedby theexamining
physician,and you denieda history of symptomsassociatedwith a mentaldisorder.
Following your discharge,theDepartmentof VeteransAffairs determinedthat your service
wasperformedunderdishonorableconditions, which precludedyou from receivingbenefits
administeredby that agency.

TheBoard did not acceptyour contentionsof error and injustice, asthey are unsubstantiated.
It wasnot persuadedthat you sufferedfrom post traumaticstressdisorderwhen you



committed theoffenseswhich resultedin yourdischarge,that you misconductwas mitigated
or extenuatedby, or was theproductof, that disorder,or that you were unfit by reasonof
physicaldisability at that time. In addition, it could find no basisfor recommendingthat the
characterizationof your servicebe upgraded. Accordingly, yourapplicationhasbeen
denied. The namesand votesof the membersof thepanelwill be furnished upon request.

It is regrettedthat the circumstancesof your caseare such that favorableaction cannotbe
taken. You areentitled to havethe Board reconsiderits decisionupon submissionof new
and materialevidenceor othermatternot previouslyconsideredby the Board. In this
regard, it is importantto keepin mind that a presumptionof regularityattachesto all official
records. Consequently,whenapplying for a correctionof an official naval record, the
burdenis on the applicantto demonstratetheexistenceof probablematerialerror or
injustice.

Sincerely,

W. DEAN PFEIFFER
ExecutiveDirector


