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Dear~_

This is in referenceto yourapplicationfor correctionof yournaval recordpursuantto the
provisionsof title 10 of theUnitedStatesCode,section1552.

A three-memberpanelof the Board for Correctionof Naval Records,sitting in executive
session,consideredyourapplication on 13 May 1999. Your allegationsof error and injustice
werereviewedin accordancewith administrativeregulationsandproceduresapplicableto the
proceedingsof this Board. Documentarymaterialconsideredby the Board consistedof your
application,togetherwith all materialsubmittedin supportthereof,yournavalrecord and
applicablestatutes,regulationsandpolicies.

After carefuland conscientiousconsiderationof the entirerecord, theBoard foundthat the
evidencesubmittedwas insufficient to establishtheexistenceof probablematerialerror or
injustice.

The Board found that you weredischargedfrom theMarine Corpsby reasonof physical
disability on 1 September1995 dueto myelitis ratedat 10%. On 6 October1996, the
Departmentof VeteransAffairs (VA) awardedyou a 30% rating underVA code8018 for
multiple sclerosis. The VA rating decisionindicatesthat the examiner’sassessmentwasthat
yourcomplaintof tingling in botharmsandlegs on severaloccasionscould be consistent
with a “...demyelinatinglesionof the cervicalcord”, andthat “possiblemultiple sclerosis”
was diagnosed.

TheBoard concludedthat theavailableevidenceis insufficient to demonstratethat you
sufferedfrom multiple sclerosisprior to yourdischargefrom the MarineCorps,or that you
wereentitled to a 30% ratingfor that condition, ratherthan the 10% rating you actually
receivedfor myelitis. Accordingly,yourapplicationhasbeendenied. Thenamesand votes
of the membersof thepanelwill be furnishedupon request.

It is regrettedthat the circumstancesof yourcasearesuchthat favorableactioncannotbe



taken. You areentitledto havethe Boardreconsiderits decisionuponsubmissionof new
and materialevidenceor othermatternot previouslyconsideredby the Board. In this
regard,it is importantto keepin mind that a presumptionof regularityattachesto all official
records. Consequently,whenapplying for a correctionof anofficial navalrecord, the
burdenis on the applicantto demonstratethe existenceof probablematerialerror or
injustice.

Sincerely,

W. DEAN PFEIFFER
ExecutiveDirector


