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1. Pursuantto theprovisionsof reference(a), Subjecthereinafterreferredto asPetitioner,
filed enclosure(1) with this Board requesting,in effect, that the applicablenaval recordbe
correctedto show he declinedenrollmentin the Survivor Benefit Plan (SBP) prior to his
transferto the TemporaryDisability RetirementList (TDRL).

2. The Board, consistingof Mr. Swarens,Ms. Davies, and Ms. LeBlanc, reviewed
Petitioner’sallegationsof error and injusticeon 8 September1999 and,pursuantto its
regulations,determinedthat the correctiveaction indicatedbelow shouldbe takenon the
availableevidenceof record. Documentarymaterial consideredby theBoard consistedof the
enclosures,naval records,and applicablestatutes,regulationsand policies.

3. TheBoard, having reviewedall the factsof recordpertainingto Petitioner’sallegations
of error andinjustice, finds asfollows:

a. Beforeapplying to this Board, Petitionerexhaustedall administrativeremedies
availableunderexisting law and regulationswithin theDepartmentof theNavy.

b. In correspondenceattachedas enclosure(2), theoffice havingcognizanceover the
subjectmatteraddressedin Petitioner’sapplicationhascommentedto theeffect that the
requesthasmerit andwarrantsfavorableaction.

CONCLUSION

Upon review and considerationof all theevidenceof record, and especiallyin light of the
contentsof enclosure(2), theBoard finds theexistenceof an injusticewarrantingthe
following correctiveaction.
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RECOMMENDATION:

That Petitioner’snaval recordbe corrected,whereappropriate,to show that:

a. Prior to his 14 November1978 transferto the TDRL hedeclinedenrollmentin SBP.
He was rated100 percentdisabledby theDepartmentof VeteransAffairs (VA) at the time of
his transferto theTDRL.

b. PettyOfficer Bitzer’s spouseprovidedwritten concurrencewith his decision.

c. Thata copy of this Reportof Proceedingsbe filed in Petitioner’snaval record.

4. Pursuantto Section6(c) of therevisedProceduresof the Board for Correctionof Naval
Records(32 Codeof FederalRegulations,Section723.6(c))it is certified that quorumwas
presentat the Board’sreview anddeliberations,and that theforegoing is a true and complete
recordof theBoard’sproceedingsin the aboveentitled matter.
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Recorder Acting Recorder

5. Pursuantto thedelegationof authority set out in Section6(e) of the revisedProcedures
of theBoard for Correctionof Naval Records(32 Codeof FederalRegulations,Section
723.6(e))and havingassuredcompliancewith its provisions, it is herebyannouncedthat the
foregoingcorrectiveaction, takenunder theauthority of reference(a), hasbeenapprovedby
the Board on behalfof theSecretaryof the Navy.
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