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DearILUIII1IflUL:

This is in referenceto yourapplicationfor correctionof yournaval recordpursuantto the
provisionsof title 10 of theUnited StatesCode, section1552.

A three-memberpanelof the Board for Correctionof Naval Records,sitting in executive
session,consideredyourapplicationon 16 September1999. Your allegationsof error and
injusticewere reviewedin accordancewith administrativeregulationsandprocedures
applicableto theproceedingsof this Board. Documentarymaterialconsideredby theBoard
consistedof your application, togetherwith all materialsubmittedin support thereof,your
naval recordand applicablestatutes,regulationsand policies. In addition, it considered
recordsand a ratingdecisionprovidedby the Departmentof VeteransAffairs.

After careful andconscientiousconsiderationof theentire record, the Board found that the
evidencesubmittedwas insufficient to establishthe existenceof probablematerialerroror
injustice.

TheBoard found that you wereevaluatedby a medicalboardon 26 February1998, and
givendiagnosesof post traumaticstressdisorderand personalitydisorder,which existed
prior to yourenlistment(EPTE),and werenot aggravatedby yourservice. According to the
medicalboardreport, you did not attributeyour symptomsto any particularexogenous
stimuli. You disclosed,however, that you had beenthevictim of emotional,physical, and
sexualabuseasa child, that you were hospitalizedat agethirteenbecauseof suicidal
thoughts,andthat you had attemptedsuicideon numerousoccasionsbeforeyou enlistedin
theNavy. You submitteda rebuttalto thereport in which you contended,in effect, that you
had performedyourdutieswell and that you were fit for duty, notwithstandingthediagnoses
madein yourcase. On 31 March 1998, thePhysicalEvaluationBoard madepreliminary
findings that you were unfit for duty becauseof post traumaticstressdisorder,which was not
ratablebecauseit wasclassifiedas EPTE,not serviceaggravated. You acceptedthose
findings on 8 April 1998, and you weredischargedwithout entitlementto disability benefits
administeredby the Departmentof theNavy.



TheBoard wasnot persuadedthat yourpreexistingmentaldisorder,which you failed to
disclosewhenyou underwentyourpre-enlistmentphysicalexamination,wasincreasedin
severitybeyondnaturalprogressionduring yourperiodof servicein the Navy. Accordingly,
yourapplicationhasbeendenied. The namesand votesof the membersof thepanelwill be
furnishedupon request.

It is regrettedthat the circumstancesof yourcasearesuchthat favorableaction cannotbe
taken. You areentitled to havethe Board reconsiderits decisionupon submissionof new
and materialevidenceor othermatternot previouslyconsideredby theBoard. In this
regard,it is importantto keepin mind that a presumptionof regularityattachesto all official
records. Consequently,whenapplyingfor a correctionof an official naval record,the
burden is on the applicantto demonstratethe existenceof probablematerialerror or
injustice.

Sincerely,

W. DEAN PFEIFFER
ExecutiveDirector


