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The update to the ANG Commander’s Legal Deskbook is the result of the hard work and dedication of the Chapter Editors who tracked the changes in the law and the implementing instructions over a two year period.  Those changes have been incorporated into this document.   Without their support, the project simply would have been completed. These editors are listed in the UPDATE/Table of Contents section of the Deskbook.  In addition, I am particularly thankful to Major General Timothy J. Lowenberg, ANG Assistant to the Judge Advocate General,  and COL. Robert I Gruber, Air National Guard Assistant to the Air Mobility Command Judge Advocate, for their encouragement and support throughout the project.





FLITE UPDATE -  FLITE HELP LINE DSN 493-3008, 205-953-3008





The Air National Guard Commander’s Legal Deskbook has evolved to a living document resident on the computerized FLITE database that is maintained in Maxwell AFB, Alabama by AFLSA\JASL. The Legal Information Services Division of the Air Force Legal Services Agency is located at 150 Chennault Circle, Maxwell AFB, AL. 36112-6104.  Mr. Don Nolte is responsible for the technical integrity of the database while the legal integrity of the information is resident with the national law firm of dedicated Air National Guard Judge Advocates and civilian attorneys who are focused on providing quality guidance to the Commanders who are responsible for accomplishing the many missions of the National Guard.  





Updates to the database are easy. Information can be provided on a 3.5” floppy disk or hard copy.  Individuals desiring to update the material should provide both since this helps insure the integrity of the data as it is uploaded to the FLITE database. Since changes in the law are continuous, updating the master document is essential if the Deskbook is to remain a valuable tool for Commanders.  Downloading the Deskbook and its updates to the Unit’s Local Area Network is recommended so all users have access to current information.  This is particularly important because of the Air Force’s change to Instructions.  While 80% of the Second Edition remains unchanged, all historical references to Regulations have been removed and replaced with the current reference to the applicable Instruction.  Exceptions are rare, since only a few Regulations remain in force.





Updates are recorded in the UPDATE/Table of Contents section of the  Deskbook.  As Chapters or Sections of Chapters in this Second Edition of the Deskbook are changed, the UPDATE  section will be changed to reflect those changes.  By routinely downloading the changed material, users of the Deskbook will always have current information.  


QUESTIONS - TECHNICAL SUPPORT





The Chapter Leaders have agreed to answer questions regarding their material. Because phone numbers change, individuals should check the ANG JAG roster to locate the Chapter leaders.  They are the experts.  My  successor/editor will coordinate changes, and updates as appropriate.  Users should regularly check FLITE for UPDATES to the Chapters.  





THE INFORMATION HIGHWAY





This document represents a significant attempt by the Air National Guard to take advantage of electronic information exchange using FLITE.  If the information in this document becomes dated, please take the initiative to let someone know.   By keeping the Deskbook current,  the Air National Guard Law Firm has a powerful tool to quickly provide practical, useful, and current legal advice to their clients, their Commanders, who face an ever increasing maze of legal issues as their roles and missions change to adapt to a changing world.








Steven R. Fuscher, Major,  USAFR


Deskbook Editor, Second Edition 
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