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PREFACE

The Air National Guard Commander’s Legal Deskbook was first published nine years ago under the direction of Major General Allen C. Pate, then the ANG Assistant to The Judge Advocate General.  The Deskbook, which is specifically directed to the needs of ANG Commanders, quickly became an essential reference for Commanders.  Compiling the original Deskbook was a task of significant magnitude, which was accomplished through the dedication and hard work of many Judge Advocates.  Some projects are concluded when they are finished. Due to the ever-changing nature of the law, however, this is not such a project.   Four years after the First Edition was published, a revision of each section in the book was necessitated by the conversion from Air Force regulations to instructions, as well as other changes in the law.  The Second Edition was commissioned by Major General Timothy J. Lowenberg, the immediate past ANG Assistant to The Judge Advocate General, and currently The Adjutant General, State of Washington. New developments in the law have again rendered the information provided in some of the Second Edition articles obsolete, left others requiring minor revisions, and presented additional issues.  This Third Edition summarizes those new developments to provide you, the ANG Commander, with timely guidance on the issues that daily confront you. 

In various leadership conferences I have attended, Commanders have praised the Deskbook and asked when this Third Edition would be forthcoming. Thanks to the generous support of the Air Force Judge Advocate General School at Maxwell Air Force Base, Alabama, we are able to present this Deskbook to you in a hard copy format.  We have chosen a loose-leaf format, rather than the bound two-volume format of the first two editions, for this reason: We are committed to providing Commanders with accurate, up-to-date information. This commitment does not permit the luxury of waiting three to fours years between revisions. I intend to appoint a standing editor immediately, whose charter will be to ensure that Deskbook articles are updated as changes occur.  Those revisions will then be posted to a website where a continuously updated  electronic version of the Third Edition will reside and e-mailed to the field as MS Word attachments so that you may download and print the updated or new articles, and substitute or add them to those in this Third Edition.  Thus, this Deskbook will no longer be a static product, but will be a document that is continuously reviewed, edited, and supplemented as required by changes in the law or policy. As continuous updates will quickly render a CD version of the Deskbook obsolete, we have not prepared CDs. A word of caution: The Deskbook should NOT substitute for the sound advice of your judge advocates.

This Third Edition, like the two previous editions, is the product of a collective effort by nearly fifty ANG Judge Advocates, as well as other Air Force, ANG and civilian members.  I am proud of their continued dedication and effort and am pleased to present you with this new Third Edition of the ANG Commander’s Legal Deskbook.  I hope it will continue to prove to be a benefit to you as you carry out your command  responsibilities.  

ROBERT I. GRUBER, Maj. Gen., NY ANG 

ANG Assistant to TJAG, USAF
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