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PREFACE (To the First Edition of Deskbook)





Several legal "Deskbooks" for Commanders have been published in the past. In the Air Force, they have been common for some time. Some states and individual ANG units have also produced them. However, never before has there been a Commander's Legal Deskbook, published specifically for and geared to ANG Commanders on a national scale.





The idea of publishing such a book had been discussed from time to time for many years among ANG Judge Advocates. Because of the scope of the project, as you can see from this Deskbook, not too much headway was made. When I became the ANG Assistant to the Judge Advocate General of the United States Air Force, one of my top priorities was to publish such a Deskbook for ANG Commanders. I believed that because so much of what our Commanders do is impacted by law, such a book had become a necessity.





On the recommendation of the TJAG's ANG Council, the national policy�making body for ANG Judge Advocates which I chair, I appointed Lt. Col. Robert I. Gruber of the New York ANG to be the Editor and Project Director of the Deskbook. With the advice and consent of the Council, he formulated the contents and format of the Deskbook, solicited additional ANG JA participating authors, assigned the topics, and reviewed and edited them. Over 40 ANG Judge Advocates and many other Air Force, ANG and civilian members contributed to the making of this Deskbook. The quality of their work, and their dedication and professionalism is evident throughout. I am grateful and proud of each of them.





We, your Judge Advocates, out of respect and empathy for what you, our Commanders do, are proud to present you with this ANG Commander's Legal Deskbook, and sincerely hope you find it beneficial in carrying out your responsibilities.





Sincerely,








ALLEN C. PATE, Maj. Gen., SCANG 


ANG Assistant to TJAG , USAF


July 1992
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