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PREFACE (to the Second Edition)


 


The Air National Guard Commander’s Legal Deskbook has quickly became an essential reference and management tool for ANG Commanders.  Although it was first published just four years ago, the recent conversion from Air Force regulations to instructions made many of the authoritative references in the original Edition dated. This Second Edition incorporates the new citations of authority as well as many other substantive law changes.  In producing this Edition, we have tried to adhere to the original charter of providing timely, user-friendly guidance specifically geared to the needs of  ANG Commanders.  





This is probably the last time the Deskbook will be published in a traditional, hard copy format. In anticipation of future changes, we have also uploaded the entire Deskbook on the Judge Advocate General’s  Department electronic FLITE  system.  The FLITE format will enable us to quickly and inexpensively furnish Commanders and their JAGs with updates when and as changes occur. The goal is to provide Commanders and JAGs with accurate, real time information.  The technology to achieve that goal has been more than amply demonstrated during the process of producing the Second Edition.  Major Steven R. Fuscher, Deskbook Editor, routinely communicated with over twenty-five (25) Air National Guard JAG Chapter Editors scattered throughout the country.   Chapters were uploaded on FLITE as they were completed. Changes were communicated by E-Mail. The process can also be used to draft and distribute future changes to the field in real time.  Rather than publishing periodic hard copy updates of the entire Deskbook, we can continuously review, edit and supplement portions of the document as necessary.  Future changes will likely be sent to Judge Advocates via FLITE.  JAGs and paralegals, in turn, will then download the Deskbook updates and furnish them to the Commander.  





When I became the ANG Assistant to the Judge Advocate General of the United States Air Force, one of my goals was to assure ANG Commanders receive timely, accurate legal guidance.  Utilizing CYBERGUARD technology will enable us to maintain a Commanders’ Legal Deskbook which provides command guidance on leading edge military law issues.   





On the recommendation of The Judge Advocate General’s ANG Council, the national policy�making body for ANG Judge Advocates which I chair, Major Steven R. Fuscher of the DC ANG Legal Detachment was appointed Editor and Project Director for the Second Edition. He deserves full credit for recruiting the Chapter Editors and supervising their efforts in meeting our publishing deadlines.  Under his superb guidance, individual Chapter Editors tracked changes in the law and updated their assigned sections of the Deskbook. More than twenty-five (25) ANG Judge Advocates and many other Air Force, ANG and civilian members contributed to the production of this Second Edition. The quality of their work and their dedication and professionalism are evident throughout. I am grateful to each of them, as I know the Commanders who use this Deskbook will be.  I would also like to express my special appreciation to Major Fuscher for his singularly distinctive leadership. 
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I am exceedingly proud of the total ANG law firm.  The dedication and personal sacrifice of Major Fuscher and the other contributing editors of this revised Deskbook are representative of the hundreds of  Air National Guard Judge Advocates and paralegals throughout this nation who are committed to nothing less than world-class support for you, their Commanders.  We are pleased to present you with this Second Edition of the ANG Commander's Legal Deskbook. I hope you will find it helpful in meeting your command responsibilities.





TIMOTHY J. LOWENBERG, Maj. Gen., WA ANG 


ANG Assistant to TJAG, USAF
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