CEREMONY REMARKS (7 FEB 2000)

THANK YOU GENERAL RYAN FOR YOUR KIND REMARKS AND FOR HONORING MY FAMILY AND ME BY PRESIDING OVER THE CEREMONY THAT MARKS THE END OF MY ACTIVE DUTY SERVICE IN THE UNITED STATES AIR FORCE.  IT HAS BEEN A HIGHPOINT IN MY CAREER TO CONCLUDE MY MILITARY SERVICE UNDER THE EXTRAORDINARY LEADERSHIP AND VISION OF BOTH YOU AND SECRETARY PETERS.  MARIE AND I THANK YOU AND MRS RYAN FOR BEING HERE TO SHARE THIS SPECIAL MOEMENT WITH US.  

THERE ARE FAR TOO MANY FRIENDS AND COLLEGUES HERE TODAY FOR ME TO ACKNOWLEDEGE EVERYONE.  BUT EACH OF YOU IS SPCECIAL TO US.  I AM VERY HONORED BY THE PRESENCE OF OUR AIR FORCE SENIOR LEADERSHIP--THANK YOU.

JUDGE EFFRON FROM THE COURT OF APPEALS FOR THE ARMED FORCES.  HE IS NOT ONLY A LONG-TIME PERSONAL FRIEND BUT ALSO A LONG TIME FRIEND OF THE AIR FORCE AND AIR FORCE JAG.  JUDGE FARLEY FROM THE COURT OF APPEALS FOR VETERANS CLAIMS—A PERSONAL FRIEND AND LONG TIME FRIEND OF THE AIR FORCE AND JAG—THANK ALL OF YOU FOR BEING HERE TODAY.

I AM PLEASED TO RECOGNIZE THE GENERAL COUNSELS FROM THE DEPARTMENTS AND MILITARY SERVICES, PEOPLE I HAVE WORKED WITH FOR OVER SIX YEARS—DOUG DWORKIN, ACTING GENERAL COUNSEL, DOD AND JUDY MILLER, FORMER GENERAL COUNSEL, WHO DID SO MUCH FOR THE MILITARY SERVICES DURING HER LONG TENURE AS THE SENIOR LEGAL OFFICER FOR THE DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE; LEIGH BRADLEY, WHO SERVED AS A AIR FORCE JAG RESERVIST AND WHO IS NOW THE GENERAL COUNSEL FOR THE DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS, STEVE PRESTON, NAVY GENERAL COUNSEL AND A COLLEGUE I WORKED WITH WHEN HE WAS THE DOD DEPUTY GENERAL COUNSEL UNDER JAMIE GORELICK, PETER MURPHY, COUNSEL TO THE COMMANDANT OF THE MARINE CORPS AND BOB HOROWITZ, DEPUTY COUNSEL TO THE COMMANDANT OF THE COAST GUARD—ALL COLLEAGUES AND GOOD FRIENDS.

AND THE VERY IMPORTANT PART OF THE AIR FORCE LEGAL TEAM, JEH JOHNSON AND DAN DELL’ORTO, GREAT LAWYERS, GREAT LEADERS AND TRUE GENTLEMEN—WE HAVE ENJOYED A SPECIAL RELATIONSHIP THIS PAST YEAR.  IN MY OPINION THE OFFICE OF GENERAL COUNSEL AND THE JUDGE ADVOCATE GENERAL’S DEPARTMENT MAKE THE FINEST LEGAL TEAM IN THE WORLD.

WE HAVE ENJOYED A COLLEGIAL RELATIONSHIP WITH THE JUDGE ADVOCATES GENERAL OF THE OTHER SERVICES.  HERE TODAY IS MY GOOD FRIEND WALT HUFFMAN, ARMY TJAG AND HIS IMMEDIATE PREDECESSOR, MG (RET) MIKE NARDOTTI.  TOGETHER WE WORKED SOME VERY DIFFICULT ISSUES BUT ALWAYS WITH A SPIRIT OF TEAMWORK AND COOPERATION THAT ENABLED US TO DO SOME GREAT THINGS FOR THE MUTUAL BENEFIT OF ALL THE SERVICES.  AND I ADD TO THAT LIST, REAR ADMIRAL (SEL) MIKE LOHR, LEGAL COUNSEL TO THE CHAIRMAN OF THE JOINTS CHIEFS OF STAFF AND DEPUTY NAVY JUDGE ADVOCATE GENERAL DESIGNATE, WHO HELPED ME OBTAIN SECDEF DIRECTION THAT BROUGHT DISCIPLINE TO THE INTERNATIONAL LEGAL EDUCATION AND TRAINING PROGRAMS WORLDWIDE.  MY THANKS TO ALL OF YOU FOR MAKING MY SIX AND A HALF YEARS SO PROFESSIONALLY REWARDING.

THERE ARE SEVERAL OTHER GUESTS I WANT TO RECOGNIZE.  ONE IS NO STRANGER TO ANYONE IN THIS ROOM—GENERAL RUSSELL DOUGHERTY.  HE HAS BEEN A MENTOR TO ME, AND THOSE WHO HAVE PRECEEDED ME—AND I AM SURE HE WILL MENTOR THOSE JUDGE ADVOCATES WHO FOLOW ME.  A GREAT AMBASSADOR FOR THE AIR FORCE AND A LOYAL FRIEND TO AIR FORCE JAG.  

MR CORKY EDDINS, THE DIRECTOR OF THE FLAG OFFICER FELLOWSHIP PROGRAM IN THE PENTAGON, SPONSORED BY THE CHRISTIAN EMBASSY, HAS BEEN A POSITIVE INFLUENCE ON ME, AND MANY OTHER FLAG OFFICERS FROM ALL THE SERVICES—I WANT TO THANK HIM FOR HIS EFFORTS TO HELP US WITH OUR SPIRITUAL LIVES.

I WANT TO RECOGNIZE A VERY SPECIAL PERSON WHO MADE IT POSSIBLE FOR ME TO HAVE THE OPPORTUNITIES I HAVE HAD AS A LEADER IN THE JAG DEPARTMENT.  MR EVERETT HOPSON, FORMER CHIEF OF THE GENERAL LAW DIVISION, SERVED OUR DEPARTMENT FOR 40 YEARS AND, AS CHIEF OF THE DIVISION, THEN KNOWN AS “HOPSON UNIVERSITY,” TAUGHT ME VALUABLE LESSONS THAT HAVE SERVED ME TO THIS DAY—LESSONS THAT ARE BEST SUMMED UP BY THE MOTTO OF THE DIVISION—“LET COMMON SENSE PREVAIL AND REASON RULE THE LAND.”  MR HOPSON ALSO TAUGHT ME THAT, AS A LAWYER AT THE PENTAGON, GRAY IS A BEAUTFUL COLOR WITH INFINITE SHADES.   MR. HOPSON, THANK YOU FOR SHARING THIS EVENT WITH ME AND MARIE.

I AM ESPECIALLY GRATEFUL TO DR GAYLE ODOM, WHO FLEW IN FROM SHREVEPORT YESTERDAY TO JOIN HER HUSBAND, COLONEL JOHN ODOM, FOR ADDING HER SPECIAL TOUCH TO THIS CEREMONY. THIS MEANS VERY MUCH TO MARIE AND ME—THANK YOU, GAYLE. 

AND FOR ALL THE MEMBERS OF THE JUDGE ADVOCATE GENERAL’S DEPARMENT, ACTIVE DUTY, RESERVE COMPONENT, CIVILIAN AND ENLISTED, I THANK YOU FOR HONORING ME AND MY FAMILY BY YOUR PRESENCE AND FOR ALLOWING ME TO CONTRIBUTE WHAT I COULD—WHICH WAS ONLY POSSIBLE BECAUSE OF YOUR EFFORTS AND SUPPORT.

I’D LIKE TO SHARE A FEW THOUGHTS WITH YOU BEFORE THIS MILESTONE IN OUR LIFE PASSES ON.

NEARLY 35 YEARS AGO, MY FATHER, THEN ON ACTIVE DUTY IN THE UNITED STATES NAVY AS A JUDGE ADVOCATE, ADMINISTERED THE OATH OF OFFICE TO ME ON THE GROUNDS OF THE UNIVERSITY OF VIRGINIA WHEN I GRADUATED FROM COLEGE AND WAS COMMISSIONED A SECOND LIEUTENANT IN THE AIR FORCE RESERVE.  HE WAS THERE WHEN I TOOK THE OATH AS DEPUTY JUDGE ADVOCATE GENERAL.  HE WAS PRESENT IN MAY OF 1998, WHEN I SWORE MY SON IN AS A SECOND LIEUTENANT IN THE UNITED STATES ARMY.  THESE WERE PROUD DAYS FOR MY FAMILY. 

THOUGH THE CIRCUMSTANCES IN WHICH MY SON AND I ENTERED ACTIVE DUTY WERE DIFFERENT—THERE ARE FEWER PEOPLE ON ACTIVE DUTY TODAY WHO CAN FIND THE NAME OF A CLASSMATE OR FRIEND ON THE WALL AT THE MALL—THE COMMITMENT TO SERVICE HAS NOT CHANGED FOR MY FAMILY.   I AM PROUD THAT THE TRADITION OF SERVICE IN MY FAMILY CONTINUES.  I AM ALSO PROUD THAT MY SON, AS A SECOND LIEUTENANT, ASKED TO SERVE AS PART OF TASK FORCE HAWK AND TASK FORCE FALCON AND THAT HE SAW DUTY IN ALBANIA, MACEDONIA AND KOSOVO—AND HIS MOTHER AND I ARE VERY GLAD TO HAVE HIM HOME.

MY FATHER SERVED IN WWII AS A DESTROYER CAPTAIN IN THE NORTH ATLANTIC AND WENT ON TO COMPLETE A CAREER IN THE NAVY AS A JAG.  HE HAS BEEN MY ROLE MODEL AS A HUSBAND, FATHER AND OFFICER.  HE SET MY MORAL AND ETHICAL COMPASSES LONG AGO. 

HE AND MY MOTHER RAISED FIVE CHILDREN—AS NAVY BRATS--AND ALL ARE HERE TODAY.  ALL ARE COMMITTED TO PUBLIC SERVICE—SCHOOLTEACHER, PHYSICIAN, SENIOR OFFICAL IN THE DEPARMENT OF ENERGY AND ONE IN THE DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY.  THERE ARE A NEICE AND NEPHEW SERVING ON ACTIVE DUTY AS PHYSICIANS IN THE AIR FORCE MEDICAL CORPS.

MY FATHER AND MOTHER’S LEGACY IS CHILDREN AND GRANDCHILDREN WHO CONTINUE TO SERVE.  I KNOW THAT MY MOTHER IS LOOKING DOWN UPON HER FAMILY, AND I HOPE THIS IS A PROUD DAY FOR HER.

THERE ARE TWO SPECIAL WOMEN IN MY LIFE, AND I WANT TO RECOGNIZE THEM THIS MORNING.  NO AIR FORCE MEMBER WITH A FAMILY SERVES ALONE.  AND I WOULD NOT BE HERE TODAY WITHOUT MARIE’S SUPPORT FROM THE BEGINNING.  THE JAG DEPARTMENT AND THE AIR FORCE HAVE BEEN OUR LIFE TOGETHER FOR 31 YEARS.  DURING THAT TIME I HAVE BEEN ALLOWED TO DEDCIATE ALL MY EFFORT TO WHAT I LOVE—MY CLIENT, THE AIR FORCE.  

DURING THIS TIME I HAVE WATCHED OUR CHILDREN GROW INTO OUTSTANDING YOUNG ADULTS AND, YES, THEY HAVE THE QUALITIES SO COMMON IN “SERVICE BRATS.”  THEY ARE SMART, CONFIDENT, ARTICULATE.  THEY HAVE AN INSATIABLE CUROSITY FOR TRAVEL AND A HEALTY RESECT FOR OTHER CULTURES.  MOST IMPORTANTLY THEY MAKE FRIENDS SO VERY EASILY—AND FRIENDSHIP IS THE TREASURE OF LIFE’S EXPERIENCES.  

I TAKE PRIDE, BUT NO CREDIT, FOR THESE TWO YOUNG ADULTS.  MARIE, WITH GOD’S HELP, WAS ALWAYS THERE TO NURTURE, GUIDE AND INSTILL THE CORE VALUES THAT FORM THEIR CHARACTER.  THEY ARE OUR GIFT TO THE FUTURE AND THEY ARE MARIE’S HANDIWORK.  MARIE YOU HAVE BLESSED MY LIFE FOR 31 YEARS.

I SAID THERE ARE TWO WOMEN WHO ARE IMPORTANT IN MY LIFE.  MY DAUGHTER, KARIN, IS A FLORIDA “GATOR” AND AN ADVERTISING ACCOUNT EXECUTIVE WORKING IN GEORGETOWN.  SHE IS ALSO A MARATHON RUNNER--WHICH I AM NOT.  AS OUR FRONT OFFICE KNOWS, SHE AND I HAVE A SPECIAL RELATIONSHIP.  YOU SEE, I AM HER “GO TO” GUY EVERY TIME HER CAR BREAKS DOWN ON THE KEY BRIDGE IN RUSH HOUR TRAFFIC—AS HAS HAPPENED MORE THAN ONCE.  KARIN, THANK YOU FOR BEING A GREAT DAUGHTER AND A VERY SPECIAL PERSON. 

I HAVE BEEN BLESSED BY FAMILY AND FAMILY IS IMPORTANT TO ME.  BUT I ALSO HAVE AN AIR FORCE FAMILY AND A JAG FAMILY—AND THE FAMILY RELATIONSHIP WITH BOTH HAS BEEN GREAT.  I HAVE BEEN GIVEN OPPORTUNITIES AT EVERY LEVEL IN THE AIR FORCE TO MAKE A CONTRIBUTION BY WORKING HARD AT SOMETHING I LOVED. 

I NOT ONLY SERVED A GREAT CLIENT, I WAS PART OF THAT CLIENT.  MY CLIENT, THE AIR FORCE, IS AN INSTITUTION THAT IS INHERENTLY GOOD, WITH CORE VALUES THAT FORM A COMMON GROUND AND A COMPASS BY WHICH WE CAN ALL CHART OUR COURSE.  CORE VALUES AND ETHICAL LEADERSHIP MAKE THE AIR FORCE WHAT IT IS.  AIR FORCE PEOPLE ARE GOOD CITIZENS--PERSONS OF PRINCIPLE AND INTEGRITY.  PEOPLE WHO TRULY UNDERSTAND AND RESPECT THE LAW. 

THE AIR FORCE IS, AND HAS ALWAYS BEEN FILLED WITH PEOPLE OF VISION, PEOPLE EXCITED BY THE POWER OF NEW IDEAS, AND COMFORTABLE WITH NEW TECHNOLOGY.  THIS HAS KEPT OUR SERVICE YOUNG, GROWING, FOREVER LOOKING TOWARD THE HORIZION.  AIR FORCE PEOPLE SEE THE VALUE OF SERVICE TO A LARGER CAUSE. THEY SEE THE CONNECTIONS BETWEEN OUR FREEDOMS AND OUR OBLIGATIONS.  WHO COULD EVER HAVE A BETTER CLIENT?   

WHILE MY FUTURE IS YET BRIGHT, AND TOMORROW HOLDS GREAT PROMISE, IF I WERE UNABLE TO CONTRIBUE MORE I COULD STILL HOLD MY HEAD HIGH, FOR I HAVE BEEN PART OF SOMETHING VERY SPECIAL, SOMETHING VERY MEANINGFUL, AND VERY IMPORTANT TO OUR NATION.

SO FOR MARIE AND ME, THE JUDGE ADVOCATE GENERAL’S DEPARTMENT AND THE UNITED STATES AIR FORCE HAVE BEEN OUR LIFE FOR 31 YEARS.  IT HAS BEEN A GOOD LIFE—IT HAS BEEN AN EXCITNG LIFE—AND IT HAS BEEN A MEANINGFUL LIFE.  WE WILL ALWAYS TRESURE OUR MEMORIES OF THE PEOPLE, THE PLACES AND THE OPPORTUNITIES THAT THE AIR FORCE GAVE TO US.

THIS PAST YEAR THE JUDGE ADVOCATE GENERAL’S DEPARTMENT CONCLUDED ITS CELEBRATION OF THE 50TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE DEPARTMENT.  LIKE THE AIR FORCE, THE JAG DEPARTMENT HAS A GOLDEN LEGACY.  AND LIKE OUR AIR FORCE THE JAG DEPARTMENT HAS A BOUNDLESS FUTURE—ONE BUILT ON THE SOLID FOUNDATION OF ITS PAST. 

BOTH OUR AIR FORCE AND OUR JUDGE ADVOCATE GENERAL’S DEPARTMENT HAVE SUPERB LEADERS.  AS I LEAVE ACTIVE DUTY I TAKE COMFORT IN KNOWING THERE WILL ALWAYS BE THOSE WHO FOLLOW, WHO BRING EVEN GREATER PROMISE FOR OUR FUTURE.  

WHEN I TOOK THE OATH OF OFFICE IN 1993, I SWORE THEN THAT I WOULD “WELL AND FAITHFULLY DISCHARGE THE DUTIES OF THE OFFICE OF DEPUTY JUDGE ADVOCATE GENERAL--SO HELP ME GOD.”  GENERAL RYAN, WITH GOD’S HELP I HAVE DONE MY VERY BEST TO LIVE UP TO THAT OATH.

MARIE AND I THANK YOU AND EVERY MEMBER OF THE UNITED STATES AIR FORCE FOR 31 WONDERFUL YEARS.      

