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Board for Correction of Military Records
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AUTHORITY:  10 U.S.C. 1552; 32 C.F.R. Part 865; AFI 36-2603, Air Force Board for Correction of Military Records (1 Mar 96); a plethora of OpJAGAF opinions, including OpJAGAF 1997/112, Authority of the AFBCMR to Adjust Active Duty Service Commitment Pursuant to 10 U.S.C. 1552  (30 Sep 97); OpJAGAF 1991/44, Inappropriate Punishment Not Basis for Correction (20 Jun 91), OpJAGAF 1990/10, AFBCMR Has No Authority to Discharge a Debt Owed to the United States Under a Guise of Correction a Military Record (15 Feb 90), OpJAGAF 1989/7, A Former Spouse May Not Be a Proper Applicant for Correction of a Decedent’s Record (30 Jan 89), OpJAGAF 1988/80, AFBCMR’s Authority to Consider an Application Based on 10 U.S.C. 8991 (13 Dec 88), and OpJAGAF 1987/77, Authority of the AFBCMR in Dealing with Personnel Discharged from the Air National Guard (25 Sep 1987).

PURPOSE AND FUNCTION 

Anyone with a claim based upon Air Force service has relief available from a civilian administrative agency known as the Air Force Board for Correction of Military Records (“AFBCMR”). The AFBCMR presides in Washington D.C. It accepts petitions for relief from active duty personnel, veterans, widows, legal representatives, next of kin, children and grandchildren of service personnel and former service personnel in grades recruit to general. Claims can include reprisal under the Military Whistleblowers Protection Act, 10 U.S.C. 1034, upgrading a performance report or discharge, challenges to disciplinary punishment imposed pursuant to Article 15, UCMJ, and entitlement to retirement pay and promotions. Generally, the AFBCMR may “correct any military record where in its judgment such action is necessary to correct an error or to remove an injustice.” 

PROCEDURES 

Before applying to the AFBCMR, a claimant should exhaust all other administrative remedies first, or risk having the complaint dismissed for failure to do so.  Applicants should be cognizant of the fact that there is a three (3) year statute of limitations on the filing of applications, although the Board may waive the statute “in the interest of justice.”  The limitations period is not tolled while a claimant is pursuing other administrative remedies.  

Applications to the AFBCMR are submitted on Defense Department (DD) Form 149, Application for Correction of Military or Naval Records, which can be obtained from VA offices, service organizations such as the American Legion and Red Cross, any military personnel flight, SAF/MIBR, or from the AFBCMR itself. The claimant must also obtain official copies of military service records from the National Personnel Records Center, 9700 Page Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63132-5100.  Air National Guard personnel may also obtain copies of their records from or through their military units. 

The claimant may augment DD Form 149 by attaching a legal brief and supporting affidavits. The burden of proof in these cases is upon the claimant to show “probable material error or injustice.”  Although the claimant may request a hearing, the AFBCMR hears very few cases and the claimant bears the expenses of traveling to Washington D.C. for the hearing. The claimant mails the completed application to the AFBCMR at the address indicated on the DD Form 149. Claimants should be aware that a wait of six months to two years before receiving a response from the AFBCMR is not unusual. 

At the request of the AFBCMR, all Air Force activities and officials will furnish the Board with all available military records pertinent to the application, and/or an advisory opinion concerning the application, to include: an analysis of the facts of the case, a statement of what administrative relief is available, an opinion as to the timeliness of the application, an opinion on the merit of the request, and specific instruction on any corrective action recommended.

Favorable decisions from the AFBCMR become effective upon the approval of the Secretary of the Air Force. In rare cases, the Secretary may deny the relief recommended by the AFBCMR. Decisions from the AFBCMR may be judicially reviewed by the United States Court of Claims or an appropriate United States District Court. Membership in the ANG is a state prerogative, therefore, the AFBCMR cannot order the state to reinstate a member in the ANG. 

KWIK-NOTE:  The Air Force Board for Correction of Military Records may correct any military record where, in its judgment, such action is necessary to correct an error or to remove an injustice.
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