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AUTHORITY:  AFI 36-3204, Procedures for Applying as a Conscientious Objector (15 Jul 94)

INTRODUCTION

A Conscientious Objector (CO) is a member who, by reason of conscientious objection, sincerely objects to participation of any kind in war in any form, including those whose convictions permit military service in a noncombatant status.  A conscientious objection is a firm, fixed, and sincere objection by reason of religious training and belief to participation in war in any form, or the bearing of arms.

NATIONAL POLICY
Congress has recognized that deep and sincerely held convictions against the use of force may place any citizen in a dilemma between conscience and patriotic obligation.  Therefore, Congress provided a means whereby these citizens may be excused or restricted in duties from their military obligation by receiving status as COs.

PROCEDURES
Air Force procedures for establishing CO status are contained in AFI 36-3204.  Those procedures include a list of specific information required to be submitted by the applicant, interviews by a chaplain and a psychiatrist, appointment of an investigation officer, who must be a judge advocate serving in active military service, conduct of an informal hearing, and a complete record of the investigation.

After completion, the file is forwarded to HQ ANGRC/DPM for processing.

COMMANDER’S RESPONSIBILITIES
After a member requests CO status, any potential promotion is withheld or delayed because the member’s potential for future service is questionable.  While a CO request is under consideration, Commanders should make every effort to assign applicants to duties that will conflict as little as possible with their asserted beliefs.  However, the member remains subject to the normal requirements of military service, including military discipline under the applicable state code or the Uniform Code of Military Justice.

Note that the law provides that if a person is discharged on the grounds that he or she was a CO, all veterans benefits are barred under 38 U.S.C. 5303.

KWIK-NOTE:  Once a member has requested Conscientious Objector status in accordance with the regulation, the request should be promptly investigated and acted upon.
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