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Disposal of Personal Property


Updated by Lt Col Larry Paulson, May 2001

AUTHORITY: 10 U.S.C. 2575, 9712; AFI 34-244, Disposition of Personal Property and Effects (2 Mar 01); applicable state law and regulation. 

HOW WE GET THE PROPERTY 

Personal property of Air National Guard members, civilian employees, residents of Air National Guard installations, and visitors on Air National Guard installations can come into the custody or control of the Air National Guard for a variety of reasons including death, capture, missing in action, incompetency, absence without leave, medical evacuation, loss, abandonment, or failure to claim. 

WHAT TO DO WHEN WE GET IT 

If this occurs, Commanders should consult with their Judge Advocates to check AFI 34-244 and applicable state statutes and regulations that govern the collection, inventory, safekeeping and distribution of such property. These procedures may be contained in state civilian statutes rather than military regulations. When such property is identified the Installation Commander may be required to: 

1. Have a written inventory of the property prepared together with an estimate of the fair market value of the property; 

2. Place such property in safekeeping; and 

3. Ascertain and locate the owners of the property, their heirs, next-of-kin, or legal representatives, and tag and segregate property believed to belong to identified individuals. 

SPECIAL GUIDANCE 

Three key themes to remember: 

1. Safeguard the property until it has been distributed to the proper person; 

2. Make sure you distribute that property only to the person who is authorized to receive it; and 

3. Get written receipts showing the name, address, date and list of property distributed. 

CHECK STATE LAW ALSO 

AFI 34-244, 10 U.S.C. 2575 and 10 U.S.C. 9712 provide guidance on procedures for disposal of personal property of active duty Air Force members and other eligible persons. However, given the state nature of the Air National Guard, the applicable procedures will most likely be found in state statutes, with many requiring a court order before the property may be released. In absence of a state statute, the AFI may be helpful. 

If you have any questions or problems in this area, contact your Staff Judge Advocate. 

KWIK-NOTE: As most states, by statute or regulation, delegate authority over state-owned ANG bases to the Installation Commander, this topic should be supplemented by applicable state law. 
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