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Dress and Appearance


Updated by Lt Col Larry Paulson, June 2001

AUTHORITY: AFI 36-2903, Dress and Personal Appearance of Air Force Personnel  (8 Jun 98). 

THE STANDARD 

Each ANG and Air Force member must maintain a high standard of dress and personal appearance. This standard is comprised of four elements: neatness, cleanliness, safety, and military image. 

The fourth element, military image is a subjective but necessary element of the standard. The American public and its elected representatives draw certain conclusions as to military effectiveness based on what they see; that is, the image the Air Force presents. It is this area and particularly the area of haircuts and mustaches which present the majority of problems for the immediate Commander.

COMMANDER’S RESPONSIBILITIES 

Commanders must know the grooming standards in AFI 36-2903 and ensure that these standards are maintained throughout the unit. A policy of strict conformance at the squadron level is the only feasible means to ensure uniform standards throughout the Air Force. 

Since much of this area involves personal judgment, any nonconformity to these standards should be thoroughly documented. Minor infractions which become a pattern or habitual must be corrected either through disciplinary action or administrative means. 

State and federal courts have refused to review judicial challenges to Air Force dress and appearance standards, deferring to “administrative discretion” of the services to set their own appearance standards. 

You have the responsibility under AFI 36-2903 to insure that each airman maintains a complete mandatory clothing allowance in serviceable condition. Compliance with this requirement cannot be assumed, but will require periodic inspection. 

MAINTAIN AND ENFORCE A UNIFORM POLICY 

To protect the right to enforce military regulations, a uniform policy must be followed. Few areas of military tradition are as important as bearing and the proper wear of the prescribed uniform. Minor infractions, left unchecked, could become the standard unless AFI 36-2903 is strictly and uniformly enforced.  Commanders should avoid any appearance of “selective enforcement” of the regulation. 

Commanders have many options for dealing with nonconformance to Air Force standards. They may send the individual home, denying participation with the unit until the appearance meets the standard. If the individual has been warned that the standard is not met, and still comes to drill or other duty periods without improvement, the individual may be punished for failure to obey a lawful order or regulation under the appropriate section of the punitive articles of a state’s military law or regulations. Discharge from the Air National Guard is the ultimate option in a well-documented case. 

KWIK-NOTE: Commanders should STRICTLY and UNIFORMLY ENFORCE dress and appearance standards throughout their units. 
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