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AUTHORITY: 32 U.S.C. 323; OpJAGAF 1989/6, Federal Commission Status Withdrawal (25 Jan 89) 

FEDERAL RECOGNITION 

If an officer in the Air National Guard meets the prescribed Federal standards for the grade and position to which appointed or promoted by the State, then the Federal Government will generally “recognize” that appointment or promotion. This process is what is meant by the phrase “federal recognition” although the appointment and promotion of officers in the Air National Guard is a function performed by the State. 

WITHDRAWAL CRITERIA 

Under federal law, however, this recognition of officer appointments and promotions can be withdrawn, if that officer is no longer qualified concerning grade, branch, position or type of unit or organization involved. The Secretary of the Air Force sets the criteria for members of the Air National Guard. 

In 1984, as a policy matter, the Secretary mandated that Air National Guard officers must have at least a bachelor’s degree before their seventh year of commissioned service or risk losing their federal recognition. 

If an Air National Guard member transfers to the Air Force Reserve, federal recognition is withdrawn automatically because there is no longer a state requirement to recognize. 

DISCHARGE 

Former Air National Guard officers who transferred to the Air Force Reserve may still be discharged by the Air Force Reserve for substandard performance of duty or unsatisfactory participation if the bachelor’s degree is not attained within the required period of time. 

Should a question arise along this line, a Commander should contact the Staff Judge Advocate for advice. 

KWIK-NOTE: Commissioned officers who are no longer qualified may have their federal recognition withdrawn. 
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