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AUTHORITY: AFI 33-328, Administrative Orders (1 Feb 99); AFI 65-103, Temporary Duty Orders (1 Sep 97)

INTRODUCTION 

This topic summarizes the purpose of military orders and special problems associated with them, especially in light of potential scrutiny later on in the context of a Fraud, Waste and Abuse allegation that the trip was unnecessary. 

“PURPOSE” CLAUSE 

When an ANG member travels on technician or military orders, it is recommended that the section of the order entitled “purpose” specify in some detail the purpose of the trip rather than a general statement such as, “Meeting at Pentagon.” Better detailing of the purpose of the trip may be of assistance at later periods of time if justification for the trip is required. For example, deployment to a specific base for a specific reason, a particular exercise or specifically named conference is preferred. 

Some sample “Do’s” and “Don’ts” for the order’s purpose clause: 

DON’T just write: 

1. “Official Business”; or 

2. “Meeting at (ANGSC) (Pentagon, Washington, DC).” 

DO write: 

1. “Attend TJAG Annual Survey of the Law - ARPC, Denver, CO”; 

2. “Meeting at Pentagon, Washington, DC - (MAJCOM) Senior Commanders Conference”; or 

3. “Meeting at ANGSC - to discuss with DP unit personnel upgrades.” 

For OCONUS trips or other situations where an ANG member is in Title 10 status, the orders should expressly state that the member is “Subject to the jurisdiction of the UCMJ.” For ANG units going OCONUS, orders should specify, if known, the Active Air Force organization of attachment for general court-martial jurisdiction.  In addition, the Remarks section of the individual’s orders should contain a statement concerning OPCON AND ADCON.

KWIK-NOTE: Incomplete purpose clauses in orders may expose the member to scrutiny to justify the travel and the duty.
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