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Report of Facts and Circumstances of Death


Updated by Lt Col Karen Hornsby and Lt Col Baxter O. Elliott, III, June 2001 

AUTHORITY: AFI 36-3002, Casualty Services (26 Aug 94); AFI 36-2910, Line of Duty (Misconduct) Determination  (15 Aug 94); ANGI 36-2910, Line of Duty and Misconduct Determinations  (31 May 96).

PURPOSE AND USE 

DD Form 1300 (Department of Defense Report of Casualty) and AF Form 1613 (Statement of Service) are the official Air Force documents prepared for deceased members while in a duty status. 

The primary purpose of the DD Form 1300 and AF Form 1613 is to allow Government entities to resolve claims when the death resulted from a disease or injury incurred or aggravated during a period of military service, and in line of duty. 

DD Form 1300 is prepared when a member of the Air National Guard dies from injuries received or aggravated while on active duty for training or inactive duty for training, or dies from injuries received while going directly to or from active duty for training or inactive duty for training. 

REQUIREMENTS 

AFI 36-3002 contains complete guidance for advising next of kin (NOK) depending on the cause and circumstances of death. It is the Commander's responsibility to appoint a mature commissioned officer (First Lieutenant or above), or non-commissioned officer (grade E-7 to E-9), or civilian of comparable grade to serve as Casualty Assistance Representative (CAR) and advise next of kin of the circumstances of the member's death. 

A detailed report is required when death is caused by: 

1. Accident; 

2. Wanton overindulgence in alcoholic beverages or use of drugs; 

3. Any cause during a period of unauthorized absence or while the member was in a desertion status; 

4. Suicide; or 

5. Homocide. 

AFI 36-2910/ANGI 36-2910, as revised, eliminate the requirement for Line of Duty Determinations on deceased personnel in most cases. This requirement is now satisfied by the requirements of AFI 36-3002. However, a Line of Duty Determination on deceased personnel still must be conducted in certain cases specified in AFI 36-2910/ANGI 36-2910. 

The Commander should consult with the Staff Judge Advocate before a casualty report is prepared.

KWIK-NOTE: Know when and how to prepare a casualty report.
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