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Withdrawal of Authority to Bear Firearms

Updated by Lt Col Karen Hornsby and Lt Col Baxter Elliot, III, June 2001 

AUTHORITY: AFI 31-207, Arming and Use of Force by Air Force Personnel (1 Sep 1999)

WITHDRAWAL OF AUTHORITY TO BEAR FIREARMS 

A Commander has the ability, under certain circumstances, to administratively withdraw a member’s authority to bear a firearm. Typically, this issue will arise in the context of a security police squadron or flight. This action is appropriate when a member’s behavior demonstrates that possession of a firearm would be a threat to safety, security, or the performance of the ANG mission for which the firearm was possessed. The goal of this action is to protect not only the member, but also other personnel at or near the military installation. 

DETERMINE RELIABILITY AND DOCUMENT YOUR DECISION 

AFI 31-207, paragraph 2.6, requires that the member in question be evaluated to determine whether or not the member is reliable; that is to say, is the members’ personality such that the member can be trusted with possession of a firearm. 

A member’s individual reliability can be called into question for a variety of reasons, including identified substance abuse, emotional or behavioral instability, using prescription medication that would impair their ability to use a firearm safely, or disciplinary problems.  If you know or have reasonable cause to believe that a person under your command has a misdemeanor conviction for a crime of domestic violence, you must take affirmative action to withdraw and prevent the individual’s access to firearms.  (See Deskbook Topic entitled “Lautenberg Amendment,” Section 1-42). 

Commanders deciding to withdraw a person’s authorization to bear arms for more than 72 hours must notify the individual in writing of the withdrawal action and the reasons for such action pursuant to AFI 31-207, para. 2.6.6. 

On the issue of reliability, it is important to thoroughly document the pertinent duty history of the member as to both the current assignment and past assignments. This information will assist a Commander in the initial decision regarding the withdrawal of authority to bear firearms, as well as any subsequent decision in the matter. A member may question a Commander’s decision to take such an action, or, at a later date, the member may apply for a reinstatement of the authority to bear firearms. Thus, it is essential to properly document the basis for this type of action. A Commander should check with the Staff Judge Advocate before instituting this action. The SJA will assist a Commander in reviewing the legality of the proposed action and in supplying the necessary documentation of the action.

KWIK-NOTE: Act promptly to withdraw a member’s authority to bear firearms if the member’s behavior demonstrates that possession of a firearm would be a threat to safety, security, or the performance of the ANG mission.
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