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Air Base Security Guards


Updated by Captain Scott D. MacArthur, May 2001

AUTHORITY: AFI 31-207, Arming and Use of Force by Air Force Personnel (1 Sep 99); AFI 31-101, Air Force Installation Security Program (1 Jun 00); 50 U.S.C. 797 (Internal Security Act of 1950); ANG/DOF Message, Re: AFI 31-101, 141410Z May 01; applicable state law regarding "police" or "peace" officer status, permissible use of firearms and state firearms licensing requirements.  (Note:  At the time of revision of this article, publication of ANGI 31-101 was pending).

INTRODUCTION 

The concept of providing physical security for Air Force resources through security police forces, as contained in AFI 31-101, is applicable to the Air National Guard.  Security forces may be made up of AGRs, technicians, traditional Guard members, state contract guards, civilian contract guards, or contracted civilian police authorities. In addition to security guard personnel, the Air National Guard is authorized to employ a Base Resource Protection Team. The Team may be made up of air technicians and AGRs to provide readily available personnel for protection of ANG facilities and federal property during civil disturbances or other emergency situations that pose a threat to assigned resources. Technicians are authorized to perform base defense duties in either their federal civil service status or in their ANG military status.  Protection of federal property in the custody of the Air National Guard may also be provided by state contract security guards in their civilian status. 

REQUIREMENTS AND AUTHORITY 

The arming of state contract guards while in the performance of on base duties is required and will be authorized under AFI 31-207 ONLY AFTER the following conditions have been satisfied:

1. The guard has received training and indoctrination in accordance with AFI 31-207. Proof of training must be on file in the office of either the air technician security supervisor or Chief, Security Forces; and 

2. The guard has been authorized to bear firearms on base under AFI 31-207 by competent authority (Installation/Wing Commander). 

In addition to federal regulations, state laws must also be complied with for the full and lawful use of Air Base Security Guards, since state law may govern such factors as proper designation of these individuals as police, peace, or public safety officers, lawful possession of firearms, and completion of any state required police training programs. For example, state law may (or may not) authorize Air Base Security Guards to be police or peace officers when they are designated as police or peace officers under military regulations promulgated by The Adjutant General and when performing their duties as air base security guards pursuant to orders issued by appropriate military authority.  Also there may be state mandated age limitations for police, peace, or public safety officers carrying firearms. 

Continuing the example, state law may (or may not) exempt Air Base Security Guards from criminal liability for possessing weapons when the Air Base Security Guards are duly authorized to possess the weapons by regulations issued by The Adjutant General. Further, the Air Base Security Guards may also be required to complete a training program in areas of laws of arrest, use of force, etc., prescribed by a local municipal police training council before the state military law or regulation will be implemented. 

State law may also provide that pending completion of the training program, Air Base Security Guards do NOT have police or peace officer status. If such is the case, then under state law the powers of arrest and justifiable use of force of Air Base Security Guards acting in a nonmilitary status may be the same as for civilians. Their only protection from personal civil liability may be any indemnification they have under state law from liability for performing duties within the scope of their employment. 

State law varies on these subjects. The foregoing examples have been given to acquaint you with the different considerations you may encounter in connection with Air Base Security Guards. The important point is that full and lawful use of your Air Base Security Guards most likely will depend upon compliance not only with the applicable AFIs and ANGIs, but also with your state's laws and rules. Check these with your Staff Judge Advocate. 

KWIK-NOTE: Air Base Security Guards must meet state statutory, regulatory and/or case law requirements to be protected from liability while armed. You may wish to supplement this topic with an analysis of your state law requirements. 
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