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Base Tours


Updated by Captain Scott D. MacArthur, May 2001

AUTHORITY: AFI 31-101, Air Force Installation Security Program (1 Jun 00); AFI 35-101, Public Affairs Policies and Procedures (1 Dec 99), Section 8I; applicable state law. 

INTRODUCTION 

Tours of a military installation are a recognized community relations activity. Tours should be tailored to coincide with the interests of different groups. Some bases have one set of rules for family tours and define "family," and another set of rules for all other tours. That is your option. Protection of classified information and equipment must be a matter of prime concern in any tour program.  AFI 35-101 provides a detailed checklist for use in preparing for a base tour (Figure 8.1).

COMMANDER'S DUTIES 

In establishing a program for installation tours, the Commander must be neutral. The Commander may not become entangled with an ideological movement or offer support to one movement and not another.   

COMMANDERS MAY REGULATE BASE TOURS 

The Commander may impose limitations on installation access during tours. However, Commanders must be consistent in their actions. The Commander may consider the following matters in limiting access: 

Mission requirements (including availability of facilities and personnel and security concerns):

(1) Do we need to cancel or reschedule training missions to permit the tour? 

(2) Is the tour scheduled during normal duty hours? 

(3) Do we have to reschedule mission functions at awkward hours for the time lost during the tour? 

(4) Are adequate personnel available to provide for security, tour guides, etc.? 

(5) Is the installation in an exercise or actual scenario requiring increased security requirements? 

Visitors for a Base Tour
(1) Currently barred individuals may be excluded and the size and makeup of the group may be limited (for example, no more than 20 people, with none under 10 years of age). 

(2) Geographic access to the installation may be limited.  You may provide transportation from the main gate or from a designated reception area or escort all vehicles and persons to limited areas only. 

(3) The time of tours may be limited; such as no weekend or holiday tours. 

(4) All visitors may be required to provide proper identification. Identification may be required in advance to verify that the individual has not previously been barred. 

(5) Visitors may be required to leave all packages at the gate or other designated location. If the security risk indicates, people could be checked for weapons by a metal detector. 

(6) Photographs or recordings (audio or video) may be prohibited. 

(7) Do not allow a tour to become an intelligence gathering opportunity. When visitors ask questions, ensure that answers do not reveal protected information. Review the areas open to tours to ensure we are not revealing information that will increase the opportunity for undesired access to or damage of a military facility. 

FOREIGN NATIONAL VISITORS 

Foreign nationals from non-communist countries may be given standard community relations base tours provided to U.S. citizens without approval from higher headquarters.  However, in the event of unusual or questionable circumstances, case-by-case approval must be requested through command channels and NGB/IA (DSN 327-1591)(Foreign Liaison Office) to SAF/PAN and HQ USAF/CVAII (International Relations Division). Foreign nationals from communist countries may NOT be given base tours without prior approval. 

KWIK-NOTE: Your best protection in this area is to establish WRITTEN GUIDELINES for conducting base tours. Also check state law requirements. 
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