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Civilian Misconduct on Base


Updated by Captain Scott D. MacArthur, May 2001

AUTHORITY: Applicable state law; AFI 31-101, Air Force Installation Security Program (1 Jun 00)

INTRODUCTION 

Even though civilians in the CONUS are not subject to prosecution in the military justice system, they are still subject to a wide variety of administrative actions and even prosecution in federal or state court. Both administrative actions and prosecution when necessary provide for effective control of civilians on Air National Guard installations. 

ADMINISTRATIVE ACTIONS 

Because Installation Commanders are charged with the responsibility for law and order on the installation, they have the authority to take administrative action against those civilians (often dependents) who jeopardize the safety of people or property on the base. Command options in this area are:

1. Issuing warnings or letters of concern; 

2. Revoking base privileges, such as driving on base; and/or 

3. Barment (sometimes called debarment). The Installation Commander can actually prohibit a civilian from entering any part of the installation. See the topic in this Deskbook entitled "BARMENT" for further guidance in this area. 

PROSECUTION IN FEDERAL OR STATE COURTS 

Additionally, whenever a civilian commits a criminal offense on base property, the matter may be prosecuted in state or federal court. The most common areas of prosecution involve shoplifting, drunk driving, all traffic offenses, and the wrongful use of military identification cards.  Generally, civilians committing such offenses may be detained by military authorities until civilian law enforcement personnel arrive to effect any necessary arrests. However, your specific state law should be researched and understood prior to taking any such action.

After the civilian has been removed from the base, it is important to cooperate with civilian officials in the prosecution of the civilian who has committed federal or state civilian offenses on base. Make your personnel available for interview sessions with the local police and prosecutors, and for any necessary court appearances. The needs of the mission are paramount, but if there is a conflict where you both "need" the member concerned at the same time, your call to the civilian official should resolve it to your mutual satisfaction. Failure to provide this cooperation may cause local law enforcement officials to not respond as quickly the next time civilian misconduct occurs on base. 

KWIK-NOTE: Develop memoranda of understanding with local law enforcement officials to deal with civilian misconduct on the base. 

PRIVATE
RELATED TOPICS:

SECTION
Aid to Civilian Authorities

6-2

Air Base Security Guards

3-3

Arrest By Civilian Authorities
8-6

Arrests Authorized by the ANG
8-7

Barment

3-11 

Deadly Force

8-18 

Driving While Intoxicated and Other Offenses Involving Intoxication
8-17 

Federal Magistrate Judges

8-3 

Inspections and Searches

8-16 

Installations Jointly or Solely Occupied by the ANG
25-12 

Jurisdiction

2-5

Motor Vehicle Rules -- Military Bases
21-6

Open Houses and Free Speech
3-13 

Personal Liability of Federal and State Officials
18-9

Posse Comitatus

6-7

Suspension of Base Driving Privileges
21-7

Memoranda of Understanding (MOUs) 
6-6
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