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Possession of Privately Owned Firearms on Base


Updated by Capt Edward Cousineau, May 2001

AUTHORITY: 
AFI 31-101, Air Force Installation Security Program (1 Jun 00); AFI 31-207, Arming and Use of Force by Air Force Personnel (1 Sep 99); applicable state law and regulations.

COMMANDERS AUTHORITY

Installation Commanders may ban the possession of privately‑owned weapons on their installation by virtue of their inherent command authority over all base activities. Such a ban is often advisable, as problems involving privately‑owned firearms can quickly develop.

This is an area that should have applicable state laws and regulations. Many states’ laws and regulations provide that this prohibition of possession of firearms applies even though the person may have a state pistol permit or be a police or peace officer otherwise authorized to possess firearms.

Air National Guard bases are secure facilities providing significant protection for the persons and property located within their boundaries. Members requiring firearms for use during the course of their ANG duties, such as the security police, will be issued them. There is no valid reason for anyone other than designated security police persons to possess a firearm on base. The only exception to this might be state regulations authorizing the unit’s marksmanship team members to possess such weapons pursuant to competent written orders.

Commanders are advised to issue an appropriate base regulation or policy letter concerning a ban on privately‑owned firearms possessed or stored on base. Coordinate all efforts in this area with the Office of the Staff Judge Advocate and Chief of Security Police to ensure such a policy, if implemented, will be valid and enforceable. 

KWIK‑NOTE: Policy letters banning private firearms on base must be tailored to each Commanders needs and discretion, and must be consistent with applicable state law and regulations.
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