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Use of Firing Range by Local Police, Boy Scouts, and Other Non-Military Persons or Groups

Updated by Capt Edward Cousineau, January 2001

AUTHORITY: 
DoD Directive 1025.1, DoD Civilian Rifle and Pistol Marksmanship Training Program (31 Jan 84); AFI 36-2226, Combat Arms Program (15 May 00); ANGP 50-36, A Guide To Unit Marksmanship Qualification Training, Competition and Youth Outreach (2 Apr 84); applicable state law.

AUTHORITY TO USE

The use of Air Force ground weapons ranges for non‑military purposes and by non‑military users is permitted by AFI 36-2226. Authority to use such ranges is granted by the Security Forces Commander. Such use may be granted only during those times when the ranges are not required for Air Force or other military needs. The users must follow good housekeeping policies and procedures, including all clean‑up duties. They may be held responsible for any damage done to the premises from improper conduct or safety violations. Your state law and regulations may require or advise that a lease or armory use agreement be executed by the user.

ANG ASSISTANCE

When feasible and within personnel limitations, ANG personnel should assist with these marksmanship activities. However, care must be taken that ANG personnel are properly qualified and competent to assist in such activities.

AFI 36-2226 does not speak specifically to use of Air National Guard ranges. It is recommended that any ANG personnel assisting in such activities be placed on duty orders pursuant to Title 32 U.S. Code, Section 316, so as to place them within the protection of the Federal Tort Claims Act. Should an incident occur, there is always the possibility of claims or lawsuits against the individual, the command, the state, and/or the United States.

HOLD HARMLESS AGREEMENTS AND RELEASES

Additionally, all civilian participants in firing range activities should be required to sign a Release of Liability and Hold Harmless Agreement similar to the ones in Attachments 1 and 2 to this topic prior to being allowed to participate. Such agreements are helpful to warn the participants of potential dangers. However, the legal effect of such documents varies from state to state; consequently, signing such a document is not "ironclad" protection against a claim or suit. The range premises themselves must be safe, and the supervision provided must be competent. Alcohol must be strictly prohibited.

RULES FOR USE

Commanders should publish written rules for appropriate use of their firing range which should be handed out and signed by each individual user acknowledging its receipt; and Commanders should maintain these signed copies for their protection.

Your Judge Advocate should be consulted with respect to specific state law involving firearms or firing ranges, and to the effect and appropriate wording of a Release of Liability and Hold Harmless Agreement.

KWIK‑NOTE: Allowing use o f your firing range by non‑military persons or group s is encouraged as part of your Community Relations Program; but make sure you protect yourself and your unit by obtaining from each individual user signed Releases, Hold Harmless Agreements and acknowledgments of receipt of copies of the rules of conduct at the range.
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Attachment 1

CONSENT AND HOLD HARMLESS AGREEMENT AND RELEASE OF LIABILITY (ADULT)

The undersigned hereby requests to participate in the following activities of the ______________ National Guard, which may be in conjunction with other agencies, organizations, or sponsors:

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

Date(s): ___________________________________

I understand the nature and scope of these activities.

I agree to not hold the United States of America, the State of ________________, the _________________ National Guard, any other agency, organization, or sponsor of these activities, or their officers, members, agents, or employees, responsible for any harm or injury, from any cause, which may befall me related to or arising out of participation in these activities or any transportation related to said activities, and hereby release said entities and persons from any liability relating thereto. I further agree to indemnify and hold said entities and persons harmless from the claims or causes of action asserted by any other persons on my behalf, or in their own right, arising out of said participation, activities, or transportation. I similarly agree to hold said entities and persons harmless from the claims of other persons arising out of any acts done by me. I agree that these conditions and agreements are binding on all my heirs, executors, administrators, representatives, assignees, and successors in action.

I have read and understand the above, and willingly agree to said terms and conditions.

SIGNATURE:________________________________________

DATE:________________________

ADDRESS: __________________________________________

PHONE:_______________________

Attachment 2

CONSENT AND HOLD HARMLESS AGREEMENT AND RELEASE OF LIABILITY (MINOR)

The undersigned, parent(s) or legal guardian(s) of

____________________________________________, a minor child, do(es) hereby consent to the participation of said child in the following activities of the __________________ National Guard, which may be in conjunction with other agencies, organizations, or sponsors:

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Date(s): ______________________________________

I (We) understand the nature and scope of these activities.

Said child is to abide by all reasonable rules and requirements of appropriate cooperation and conduct. Upon violation said child may be sent home at my (our) expense.

In the event of illness or injury, I (we) hereby consent to whatever medical treatment is deemed necessary by a licensed physician, surgeon or dentist for said child, and I (we) agree to pay the expenses related thereto.

I (We) agree to not hold the United States of America, the State of _________________, the _________________ National Guard, any other agency, organization, or sponsor of these activities, or their officers, members, agents, or employees, responsible for any harm or injury, from any cause, which may befall said minor child related to or arising out of participation in these activities or any transportation related to said activities, and hereby release said entities and persons from any liability relating thereto. I (We) further agree to indemnify and hold said entities and persons harmless from the claims or causes of action asserted by any other persons on behalf of said child, or in their own right, arising out of said participation, activities, or transportation. I (We) similarly agree to hold said entities and persons harmless from the claims of other persons arising out of any acts of said minor child. I (We) agree that these conditions and agreements are binding on all my (our) heirs, executors, administrators, representatives, assignees, and successors in action.

I (We) have read and understand the above, and willingly agree to said terms and conditions.

SIGNATURE:_________________________________________

DATE:______________________

SIGNATURE:_________________________________________

DATE:________________________

ADDRESS: ___________________________________________

PHONE:_______________________
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