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Weddings and Other Social Affairs on Base 


Updated by Capt Edward Cousineau, May 2001

AUTHORITY: 
AFI 52-101, Planning and Organizing (1 May 01); ANGR 215‑2, Dining Social Club Organizations (1 Dec 84); ANGI 34-121, Dining Social Club Organizations, 9 Apr 1999 (Draft); ANGR 87‑1, Acquisition and Retention of Real Property (14 Nov 75); OpJAGAF 1982/55, Military Personnel Sponsored Weddings of Non-Dependent Children (29 Nov 82); OpJAGAF 1983/92, Weddings (22 Nov 83); applicable state law and regulations.

PERFORMANCE OF CEREMONY

ANG Chaplains may perform wedding ceremonies for ANG members and their immediate family, provided they are qualified to do so under state law. All state requirements to contract a marriage must be met.

USE OF FACILITIES

ANG chapel facilities, if any, may be used for such a wedding. Because few ANG installations have a formal chapel, and other space is normally utilized for chapel services, this space could be similarly used for the chaplain‑officiated wedding.

However, the further use of installation facilities on a rental basis is probably not authorized. This is because all ANG installations (as contrasted with ARNG armories) are on land in which the federal government has the primary possessory interest. Federal law does not permit such rentals or leases as is common to armories, which are on state‑owned land.

A notable exception is that where an ANG social club has been properly created and operates on the ANG installation with the Adjutant General's approval, it is generally permissible for the social club's governing body to allow a member's wedding reception to be held at the social club's location if such is within the scope of its by‑laws or rules, and is consistent with state law. This is not a rental from the unit or the installation, but rather an event sanctioned by the social club.

If the event is permissible, closely coordinate with your Staff Judge Advocate for appropriate releases and hold harmless agreements, similar to that in Attachment 1 to the topic in this Deskbook entitled "USE OF FIRING RANGE BY LOCAL POLICE, BOY SCOUTS, AND OTHER NON‑MILITARY PERSONS OR GROUPS."

Questions about a particular planned event and allowable use of ANG facilities may be addressed to NGB/CE.   Their website is located at https://airguard.ang.af.mil/ce.

KWIK‑NOTE: Scrutinize requests to use base facilities for non‑unit social functions to ensure compliance with federal, and state law requirements. To this end, you may wish to supplement this topic with applicable state law.
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