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Continued Health Care Benefit Program


Updated by Lt Col Sandra Marsh, July 2001

AUTHORITY: 10 U.S.C. 1078a; 32 C.F.R. § 199.20 

THE BENEFIT 

National Guard members and eligible dependents may be entitled to participate in the Continued Health Care Benefit Program (CHCBP) when they are discharged from Federal active duty under Title 10 or from full-time National Guard duty.   The CHCBP is a premium-based temporary health care coverage program which generally will not extend beyond eighteen months after the member’s separation from active duty.  Although the program is not a CHAMPUS/TRICARE program, health benefits under the program mirror those available under the TRICARE standard program.  Premiums are paid by the member directly to a Third Party Administrator, and are relatively steep – as of July 2001, the cost of coverage for a member with dependents was $1996.00 per quarter.   A member separating from active duty or full-time National Guard duty must elect the coverage within 60 days of discharge or release from duty.

Members may obtain pamphlets and information regarding the program by calling the Third Party Administrator at    1-800-809-6119. 

COMMANDER'S RESPONSIBILITIES 

This benefit may be important to members of the National Guard who are released from active duty or full-time National Guard duty.  Commanders should include information on this program in their mobilization plans and should ensure that potentially eligible members are informed of the availability of the program and the duration of the 60-day election period. 

KWIK-NOTE: Members leaving federal active duty or full-time National Guard duty may obtain health care insurance through the Continued Health Care Benefit Program. 
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