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AUTHORITY: DoDD 1100.20, Support and Services for Eligible Organizations and Activities Outside DoD (30 Jan 97); DoDD 5410.18, Community Relations (3 Jul 74, C1, 10 Jun 76); AFI 11-209, Air Force Participation in Aerial Events (6 Apr 00); AFI 32-9003, Granting Temporary Use of Air Force Real Property, (19 Aug 97); AFI 35-101, Public Affairs Policies and Procedures, Chapter 8 (1 Dec 99); AFI 36-3101, Fundraising Within the Air Force (8 Jul 94); ANG Supplement 1 to AFI 11-209, Air Force Participation in Aerial Events (1 Jul 95).

INTRODUCTION 

Community relations programs and public events promote morale and readiness and demonstrate that the military is involved in the community which it supports. As such, community relations programs and events may occur on or off base. 

Participation by National Guard members and units in community relations projects is essential to continued acceptance and success of the National Guard.  Parades, airshows and sporting competitions are just some of the events which might be included in a community relations program.  Please review Chapter Seven, Section 13-2, and Chapter 22 for more detailed guidance on the approval of such programs. 

APPROVAL 

Generally speaking, commanders and state Adjutants General (AG) may approve the use of resources under their control for community related events. However, certain events require the approval of higher headquarters (NGB-PA or OASD-PA). These include: 

1. International and national private organization events (Examples: AGAUS, NGAUS, and EANGUS conferences); 

2. Continental United States (CONUS)-based resources taking part in events outside the United States; 

3. Aerial and parachute demonstrations and equipment drops; 

4. Nationally-televised sports events within the CONUS; 

5. Aerial reviews and flyovers for civic-sponsored public observances of official ceremonies for Armed Forces Day, Memorial Day, Independence Day, Veterans Day, and POW/MIA Day; 

6. Tactical demonstrations off military installations; and 

7. Other public events that require an exception to policy.

Armed Forces Day events are also coordinated by OASD-PA. 

RESTRICTIONS 

National Guard support for an event may not directly or indirectly benefit or favor any person, group, corporation (profit or nonprofit), religion or religious sect or group, ideological movement, fraternal organization, political organization or commercial venture, or be associated with the solicitation of votes in a political election. There are exceptions to these general restrictions when the benefit to one of these entities is incidental to the main program, the primary focus of which is an advantage to the National Guard. See Chapter 8 of AFI 35-101 for specific guidance. 

Federal property issued to the National Guard may be provided for use and loan in conjunction with approved support to private organizations in community relations programs, but in considering requests for loans of military material and before loaning such material, TAGs and local Commanders must determine that similar material is not reasonably available from commercial sources. 

Support may not be provided in competition with commercially available services, such as photography, public address systems, or construction equipment. Military musicians may only provide patriotic or military music, not simply entertainment, such as background, dinner or dance music. Military members may not function as guards, for crowd control or other menial duties in support of community relations public events conducted off base, nor can they be used to enforce local law, statutes, or ordinances except as permitted in the chapter concerning “MILITARY AID TO CIVILIAN AUTHORITIES.  

Additionally, ANG units must rely to the maximum extent possible on local community programs, facilities and services for MWR activities and other community support. 

National Guard members are protected from liability by the Federal Tort Claims Act when on duty, but the authorized duty status of members taking part in community relations programs may not be clear. For this reason, participation should not be authorized unless the sponsor of the event provides liability insurance in an amount satisfactory to the concerned AG. 
ORIENTATION FLIGHTS 

Orientation flights in the local flying area are intended to increase understanding of particular programs related to the roles and missions of the National Guard, not simply to improve relations and foster good will. Individuals participating in orientation flights must meet eligibility criteria and receive approval from NGB-PA. Flights for national youth organization members, ROTC and JROTC cadets, FAA employees and Civil Air Patrol cadets are approved by the AG. 

COMMUNITY RELATIONS AIRLIFT 

Community leaders and employers of National Guard members and other selected civilians may be invited to travel aboard ANG aircraft to visit military facilities. Travel outside the state requires approval by NGB-PA. The purpose of the trips is to enhance the participants' understanding of military missions and functions. 

KWIK-NOTE: ANG participation and support of Community Relations Programs are encouraged, but must be approved and conducted within specified limits. 
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