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Theft and Vandalism Claims


Updated by Major George Asinc, July 2001

AUTHORITY: ANGR 112‑1, Claims Against or in Favor of the United States Arising from National Guard Activities (10 Jul 89); AFI 51‑501, Tort Claims (1 May 96); AFI 51-502, Personnel and Government Recovery Claims (1 Mar 97) 
WHAT ARE THEY?
Theft and vandalism claims refer to the personally owned property of unit members, rather than ANG or Air Force property. ANGR 112‑1 provides guidelines and proceedings for implementing the Federal Tort Claims Act (28 U.S.C. 2671‑2680), the National Guard Claims Act (32 U.S.C. 715) as well as other claims statutes. This regulation does not apply to claims resulting from non‑federally-funded duty.

ADVICE TO UNIT MEMBERS

Preventive Action

You should advise your members to secure any of their personal property at the unit to ensure their potential claims will be paid should theft or damage occur. Doors to office areas should be locked when not occupied. Members performing duty in open areas should secure their property, such as by keeping wallets or checkbooks on their person, or in their automobile which should be locked at all times when it is not occupied. 

Reporting Theft or Damage

When theft or damage occurs, members should report the theft or damage to the Security Forces or other law enforcement personnel. The member should then contact the nearest active duty claims office about filing a claim, but only after the member first seeks advice from a Judge Advocate of the member’s unit.

Processing Claims

Any claims for damage to or theft of personal property by members of your unit on duty at the location of duty may be handled and processed by the nearest Claims Officer at an active duty base. The Claims Officer is located in the legal office and is an active duty Judge Advocate. Your unit members need to be aware, however, that such claims are not automatically paid. The loss must not be due to the negligence or wrongful act of the claimant, and must be recognized as payable under the applicable regulations.

COMMANDER HAS NO AUTHORITY OVER THESE CLAIMS
ANG Commanders have no approval or denial authority over these theft and vandalism claims.

KWIK‑NOTE: Commanders, through Newcomer’s Briefings, the Legal Assistance Program and the Preventive Law Program, should strongly encourage their members to safeguard their personal property.
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