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Honorary Memberships

Major Kerry L. Muehlenbeck, June 2001

AUTHORITY:   5 C.F.R. 2635 et. seq.; DoD 5500.7-R, Joint Ethics Regulation (JER)(30 Aug 93, C4, 6 Aug 98), Chapters 2 and 3.

HONORARY MEMBERSHIP

Air Force personnel are occasionally offered free or “honorary” memberships from various private organizations such as golf, tennis, gun, health, or social clubs.  Such offers usually waive initiation fees and all, or a portion of, membership dues, with the individual responsible for all other charges.  Usually these memberships terminate on the individual’s reassignment or retirement and do not create an equity position in the club.  

THE RULES

Before publication of the Joint Ethics Regulation (JER), there was no prohibition on accepting a non-solicited honorary membership from a private organization.  However, under the JER, military members and civilian employees are barred from accepting a free or discounted membership if the membership was offered because of the person’s government position.  This is true even if the private organization contends that the membership is offered to the employee in a personal (instead of official) capacity or connects the membership to an “honorary” position in the management of the private organization (e.g., board of directors, trustee, etc.).  

A member or employee may accept an honorary membership if the offer is unrelated to government employment (such as through a spouse’s association with the organization), or is offered to all military members, regardless of rank or position (e.g., military discount).  For example, a golf club’s discount for all military personnel is acceptable; a golf club’s military discount for the installation commander alone, or for all O-6s and above, would not be acceptable.  

KWIK- NOTE:  Military members and civilian employees are barred from accepting a free or discounted membership if the membership was offered because of the person’s government position.  
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