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Environmental Impact Analysis Process


Updated by Capt. Christopher A. Monsey, August 2000

AUTHORITY: AFI 32-7061, The Environmental Impact Analysis Process (24 Jan 95); 42 U.S.C. 4321 through 4370b; AF Commander's Guide To Environmental Quality; President’s Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ) Regulations 40 CFR Parts 1500.1 through 1508.28.

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ANALYSIS PROCESS

AFI 32-7061, The Environmental Impact Analysis Process  (EIAP) establishes policies, procedures, and responsibilities for implementation of the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA).  The NEPA program requires agencies to base decisions regarding proposed federally funded actions on an understanding of the potential environmental effects of the action, reasonable alternatives and the no-action alternative, in addition to purely mission-based factors. Proponents of the proposed actions are responsible for initiating the EIAP early in the planning stages of a proposal.  There are three major outcomes/elements: 

-- A Categorical Exclusion (CATEX) exempts a proposed action from further environmental analysis. 

-- An Environmental Assessment (EA) is a document that provides evidence and analysis to determine if the action will have impacts. If it will not have impacts, a Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) can be issued. 

-- An Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) must be prepared if significant impacts are possible. A Record of Decision, summarizing the decision process, is then published in the Federal Register.

PROPOSED ACTIONS

The EA/EIS must have an adequate description of the operator's proposed action with adequate information on environmental impact. The EIAP must be done BEFORE the action is made or decided upon.  The purpose of the EA/EIS document is to provide the federal decisionmaker information about the environmental impact of various options that will serve the federal need.  The key principle in NEPA is knowledgeable decision making based on reasonable options.

MEASURING SUCCESS

EIAP actions identified and progress of phases is effectively monitored;

EIAP actions having operational mission impact have viable alternatives;

EA/EIS has several viable options, instead of a single well-documented option, to provide the decisionmaker with viable choices with different tradeoffs;

EA's and EIS's are adequately funded; and

Public Affairs is actively involved in the EIAP.

KWIK-NOTE: For some actions at your installation, you are required to consider environmental impact, as well as mission requirements. Consult your Base Environmental Engineer and your Staff Judge Advocate if questions arise in this area.
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