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FAA – Investigation of Flying Violations by Military Members


Updated by Lt Col Lawrence C. Paulson, January 2003

AUTHORITY: AFI 13-201, Air Force Aerospace Management, (20 Sep 01); AFI 13-203, Air Traffic Control (13 Feb 98).
FAA REQUESTS FOR INFORMATION 

The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) Flight Inspector's handbook now encourages inspectors to determine the identity of armed forces (including Air National Guard) pilots who are involved in alleged flying violations. Inspectors may send written requests for pilot names to Commanders through the Regional FAA Legal Counsel. 

POLICY - DO NOT RELEASE PILOT NAMES 

Air Force and Air National Guard Policy does NOT PERMIT RELEASE OF PILOT NAMES TO ANYONE, INCLUDING THE FAA, during an investigation of alleged violations, absent prior specific approval by HQ USAF/XOO. (See AFI 13-201, Section 1.4.1) The Federal Aviation Act of 1958 specifically requires that complaints against members of the Armed Forces are to be referred to the Secretary of the Department concerned for action. Military members are encouraged to cooperate with the FAA during an investigation without releasing any aircrew names. All reports or documents provided to the FAA should be sanitized so as not to reveal aircrew names. Call signs may be substituted for names. 

EFFECT OF RELEASE OF NAMES 
On past occasions, pilot names have been inadvertently released to the FAA by aircrew members or third parties, such as Base Operations or Air Traffic Control personnel. It usually happens either by telephone or by signing a written statement submitted to the FAA. Any inadvertent release of names should be referred up the chain of command. 

These names, whether correct or not, once released, have been entered into a computer database of all pilots, both military and civilian, who, in the past, have been involved in an alleged flying violation. This information can then be released to ANYONE who requests it, including airline representatives. 

ADVISE YOUR PILOTS 

Guard and Reserve pilots who are employed by civilian carriers and all aircrews should be made aware of the database and should query the National Safety Data Branch, P.O. Box 25082, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73125, to see if their names are included in the data base. There is a nominal fee for the inquiry.  If their names are included in the database, they should contact their Staff Judge Advocate for guidance. The FAA is aware of the Air Force policy in this regard. 

KWIK-NOTE: All information provided to the FAA should be name-sanitized. 
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