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Updated by Walter D. Phillips, Esq., Colonel Andrew Turley and Lt Col Max Wood, July 2001

AUTHORITY:  AFPD 24-4, Customs and Border Clearance (15 Apr 93); AFI 24-404, Customs  - Domestic(26 Jul 94); AFI 11-2x-xxx [aircraft type – e.g., 11-2C-130], Operations Procedures, Volume 3, Chapter 6; http://www.customs.gov/travel/travel.htm (U.S. Customs Home Page)

INTRODUCTION

An integral part of the worldwide mission of the Air Force is reception on Air National Guard bases of aircraft originating from foreign locations.

INSPECTIONS AUTHORITY

The Immigration and Naturalization Service (INS) of the U.S. Department of Justice clears all citizens in and out of the United States.  The INS has delegated the responsibility for border clearance inspections of aircrew, personnel and cargo to military authority.

PROCEDURE TC \l1 "
Commanders must provide full support to executive agencies, including federal Departments of Health and Human Services, Education, Agriculture, Treasury, Interior, and Commerce, which inspect arriving aircraft.  These inspectors are authorized to board military aircraft arriving at Air Force installations, but their inspections are subject to all military restrictions necessary to preserve the security of classified material.

So far as practicable, inspectors of these agencies must be notified by the local commander in advance of the arrival or departure of aircraft to or from OCONUS.

PASSENGERS AND CARGO TC \l1 "
Aircraft arriving from OCONUS may unwittingly carry unwanted passengers or cargo in the form of pests and vector-borne diseases, which may affect humans, plants animals.

Depending on where the flight originated, medical quarantine procedures for the passengers, cargo, and aircraft itself may be necessary.

Garbage and trash may be generated during a flight from overseas.  Aircraft personnel will insure trash generated in-flight is stored in a tightly-closed, leak-proof container.

KWIK-NOTE:  Commanders should know which civilian agencies they must notify concerning their aircraft arriving from OCONUS.
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