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Code of Conduct 


Updated by Walter D. Phillips, Esq., Colonel Andrew Turley and Lt Col Max Wood, July 2001

AUTHORITY: DoDD 1300.7, Training and Education to Support the Code of Conduct (CoC) (8 Dec 00); DoDI 1300.21, Code of Conduct (CoC) Training and Education (8 Jan 01); AFPD 36-22, Military Training (17 Sep 93); AFI 36-2209, Survival and Code of Conduct Training (28 Feb 94)

PURPOSE TC \l1 "
The Code of Conduct is a set of six Articles or Rules for the fighting person to use to hopefully allow survival upon capture.

The aim of the Code is to produce a better prepared, better disciplined, better informed, and better guided fighting person.  

CODE OF CONDUCT OF THE U.S. FIGHTING FORCE TC \l1 "
Article I:
I am an American, fighting in the forces which guard my country and our way of life.  I am prepared to give my life in their defense.

Article II:
I will never surrender of my own free will.  If in command, I will never surrender the members of my command while they still have the means to resist.

Article III:
If I am captured, I will continue to resist by all means available.  I will make every effort to escape.  I will accept neither parole nor special favors from the enemy.

Article IV:
If I become a prisoner of war, I will keep faith with all my fellow prisoners.  I will give no information or take part in any actions which might be harmful to my comrades.  If I am senior, I will take command.  If not, I will obey the lawful orders of those appointed over me and will back them up in every way.

Article V:
When questioned, should I become a prisoner of war, I am required to give name, rank, service number and date of birth.  I will evade answering further questions to the utmost of my ability.  I will make no oral or written statements disloyal to my country and its allies or harmful to their cause.

Article VI:
I will never forget that I am an American, fighting for freedom, responsible for my actions, and dedicated to the principals which made my country free.  I will trust in my God and in the United States of America.

CHANGE IN ARTICLE 5 TC \l1 "
Article 5 in the past only allowed the giving of name, rank, service number and date of birth.  After the Vietnam experience, it was broadened to allow captives to give flexibility of response and action that would help maintain their self-respect after being pushed beyond the limits of human tolerance.  In other words, Article 5 was broadened to encompass compassion.  Training is the key element to survival under enemy captivity.  One aspect of that training is learning these rules.  Understanding and living them will help all fighting persons survive and maintain their honor.

The Code of Conduct should be briefed at least annually to all personnel.  The American Forces Information Services of the Department of Defense, in June 1988, published an official booklet fully explaining the rationale of each of the Articles of the Code of Conduct.  It provides all the information necessary for the briefing, and may be ordered in sufficient quantities for all unit members, free of charge.  It is entitled, “Code of the U.S. Fighting Force (DoD Gen11B).”

Additionally, DoDI 1300.21 provides an excellent guide for the training on the Code of Conduct.  This topic has also been designated to be adaptable to a briefing format with a few minor non-substantive adjustments.

KWIK-NOTE:  Brief this topic annually to all unit members.
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