Chapter 15, International Operations Law

Section 15-12 Passports and Visas

Page 1


Passports and Visas


Updated by Walter D. Phillips, Colonel Andrew Turley and Lt Col Max Wood, July 2001

AUTHORITY:  Status of Forces Agreements (SOFAs); Joint Federal Travel Regulations (JFTR); DoD Directive 4500.54-G, DoD Foreign Clearance Guide; http://www.dp.hq.af.mil/dplp/dplp.htm (Air Force Passport Matters home page).

INTRODUCTION
A major concern for Air National Guard Commanders deploying OCONUS for exercises is passports, and visas for their personnel at transit sites and in the host nation at the deployment site.
EXEMPTION FROM REQUIREMENTS
According to Status of Forces Agreements (SOFAs), U.S. forces are generally EXEMPT from passport and visa regulations and immigration inspection upon entering or leaving a host nation.  The major SOFAs provide that a U.S. military ID card and “movement orders” are sufficient.

Personnel on mobility status to “high threat areas” or passing through “high risk airports” can obtain unofficial passports and receive reimbursement through DoD accounting and finance channels.

In some countries where the SOFA is not as well developed as in NATO, U.S. forces may not be exempt. If this is the case, it will be necessary to explore whether the host nation will issue “plane-side visas” upon arrival overseas.  In the alternative, other means of obtaining visas should be arranged before deployment.

The country deployed to may not have a SOFA, and passports and visas may be required.

Always check the SOFA and law of the host country before you deploy for local customs laws and regulations applicable to your personnel.

These concerns illustrate why it is wise to involve an ANG Judge Advocate in the planning stage of any deployment.

KWIK‑NOTE: Before deploying, always check the applicable SOFA to determine passport, visa and customs requirements of the host station, and brief this topic to all deploying personnel before deployment.
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