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Returning to the United States – Customs 


Updated by Walter D. Phillips, Esq., Colonel Andrew Turley and Lt Col Max Wood, July 2001

AUTHORITY: 19 U.S.C. 1481, et seq.; AFPD 24-4, Customs and Border Clearance; AFI 24-404, Customs  - Domestic (15 Apr 93); AFI 11-2x-xxx [aircraft type – e.g., 11-2C-130], Operations Procedures, Volume 3, Chapter 6; http://www.customs.gov/travel/travel.htm (U.S. Customs Home Page)

SEARCH OF BAGGAGE
ANG members returning to CONUS from OCONUS deployments may have baggage subject to U.S. Customs searches and ANG members will have to file declarations as to all articles bought abroad.

Baggage on military aircraft will be examined at the U.S. port of entry where the aircraft has landed in the same manner as baggage on commercial aircraft.

EXCEPTIONS
Specific exemptions are provided for alcoholic beverages and tobacco products.  There are differences in exemptions for military members who have been OCONUS on temporary duty (TDY) as opposed to permanent change of stations (PCS).

An ANG Judge Advocate should be consulted in regard to current U.S. customs rules, and these rules should be briefed to all personnel who deploy to foreign countries.

KWIK-NOTE:  Military members on duty in foreign countries are not exempt from U.S. customs laws and regulations upon returning to the United States.
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