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Updated by Colonel Andrew Turley, Walter D. Phillips, Esq., and Lt Col Max Wood, July 2001

DEFINITION AND PROVISIONS
A Status of Forces Agreement (SOFA) is an international agreement regulating the terms and conditions under which forces of one country are present in the territory of another country.

Some of the topics covered in SOFAs are operational rights, personnel actions, security and law enforcement, taxation, and customs, passports, and visas.

The most common provision of SOFAs pertain to Foreign Criminal Jurisdiction (FCJ) and claims.  These are topics of particular concern to an Air National Guard Commander preparing for an OCONUS deployment.

According to SOFAs, U.S. forces are exempt from passport and visa regulations and immigration inspection upon entering and leaving the host country.  Under the major SOFAs, a U.S. Armed Forces ID card and movement orders will usually suffice.

JUDGE ADVOCATE ASSISTANCE
An ANG Judge Advocate can do much to work out the details in advance of an OCONUS deployment by contacting the host nation legal office to obtain the current practices relating to the SOFA and the host country’s law and customs.  Thoroughly prepared legal briefings by an ANG Judge Advocate prior to deployment can prevent an international incident that could lead to an ANG member being placed on International Hold in the host nation, pending a civil adjudication or court-martial.

KWIK-NOTE:  If the place of deployment has a SOFA, brief it to all deploying personnel before you go.
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