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AUTHORITY: AFI 10-403, Deployment Planning and Execution (9 Mar 01); NGB/JA Letter, Judge Advocate Support for ANG Units Deploying Overseas (2 Jan 85). 

PRE-DEPLOYMENT PLANNING 

Commanders are encouraged to include the unit’s Staff Judge Advocate in the development of overseas deployment plans. Including an analysis of the host country’s laws and treaty provisions in the planning process is essential for managing local customs and preventing an unintentional violation of civil and criminal laws in the host country.   

BRING YOUR OWN LAWYER 

Also, TJAG and NGB-JA have stated that whenever possible, ANG Judge Advocates should deploy with their units overseas. They will work in the sponsoring unit’s legal office. In this way, Judge Advocates gain invaluable experience and Commanders have their own lawyers with them during these deployments.  For Air Expeditionary Force Deployments some locations include slots for ANG Judge Advocates. 

DEPLOYED AIR RESERVE COMPONENTS AND LAW COURSE

This three-day course provides an extensive, in-depth introduction to the myriad legal issues encountered during the mobilization and deployment of air reserve component units and personnel. This course focuses upon identifying legal and practical implications of a wide range of international operations and applying legal principles to air reserve component operations.  Commanders and their judge advocates attend the course together and gain an in-depth appreciation for the issues that can occur on deployment.  It is highly recommended that all commanders attend with their judge advocates.

PROJECT PITFALL 

The deploying Commander should insist that before deployment the Staff Judge Advocate contact the local Staff Judge Advocate of the sponsoring unit and become familiar with the foreign laws and customs of the host country. Every ANG JA has access to current Project Pitfall Letters to assist in this process. “‘Project Pitfall” letters provide brief summaries of legal and cultural concerns in various overseas locations. The letters are available through FLITE on the USAFE/JA web page, which may be accessed from the TJAG home page.  While these documents provide valuable insight, they do not substitute for in-country briefings to deploying personnel which should be obtained in advance of the deployment from the local Staff Judge Advocate of the sponsoring unit. 

NECESSARY BRIEFINGS 

Commanders may wish, in coordination with their JAs, to compile the topics listed in the Table of Contents in this Deskbook under “‘INTERNATIONAL OPERATIONS LAW”‘ together with the Project Pitfall Letters for each aircraft Commander to take OCONUS in a “Traveling International Law Kit.” 

Since personnel deploying overseas must serve under Title 10 orders, the Commander should ensure that members of the unit are briefed on the Uniform Code of Military Justice, the Law of Armed Conflict and other matters relevant to the deployment. In addition, the members of the unit should be briefed on the need for powers of attorney, wills, and other legal documents which are necessary to protect their families during the member’s absence due to the deployment.   Sample briefings can be found on the ANG page on FLITE.

Deploying personnel overseas is a serious matter. Because the members of the unit may not be aware of their potential civil and criminal liability during the deployment, complete understanding of these legal issues, before you deploy, is essential to a successful mission. Many of the Related Topics listed below contain items that should be briefed to all deploying personnel before the deployment. 

KWIK-NOTE: Bringing your JAG on a deployment not only provides valuable training for the JAG, but gives Commanders their own lawyer while in a foreign country. If problems occur, you will be glad you did.
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