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Medical and Dental Care from Civilian Sources


Updated by Lieutenant Colonel Ron M. Feder, March 2001

AUTHORITY: 
AFI 41-115, Authorized Health Care and Health Care Benefits in the Military Health Services System (25 Jul 94).

WHEN AUTHORIZED
Civilian medical and dental care for active duty Air Force personnel, members of the Air Force Reserve, and eligible members of the Air National Guard as defined below, is authorized at U.S. Government expense only when the required treatment cannot reasonably be obtained from uniformed services medical facilities. These facilities include the Departments of the Air Force, Army, and Navy, or Uniformed Service Treatment Facilities, or from other government medical facilities, such as Veterans Administration (VA) hospitals. The only exception is when treatment under uniformed services or other government medical facilities will create an unnecessary hardship or greater expense to the government by virtue of lost duty time, and the related transportation and per diem costs.

ELIGIBLE MEMBERS OF ANG
1. 
ANG members who are injured or become ill in the line of duty when on active duty (AGR personnel) or inactive duty personnel performing an Air Force directed mission (such as ferrying aircraft or responding to a runway alert, or an ANG member serving on an active duty tour under 32 U.S.C. Section 502f or 503).

2. 
ANG members who are on active duty for training, or on inactive duty training, including travel to and from that duty, are also eligible for medical and dental care from civilian sources according to ANG directives, at ANG expense. Such medical care may be authorized by the ANG organization Commander.

Payment for medical or dental care furnished to ANG patients not on extended active duty with the Air Force will be made from funds in the ANG appropriation by the United States Property and Fiscal Officer (USP&FO) of the state concerned, or the assistant USP&FO assigned to the ANG activity.

TYPE OF CARE AUTHORIZED FROM CIVILIAN SOURCES
Medical and dental care from civilian sources is provided to those eligible to the same degree it would be provided in the direct care system as outlined in AFI 41-115. The services of chiropractors are not authorized.  If the case is not an emergency, refer the request to a competent medical authority for an advance determination.

KWIK‑NOTE: Eligible ANG members may only receive medical and dental care from civilian sources if government care is not reasonably available or is not cost‑effective.
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