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Blood Drives


Updated by Lieutenant Colonel Ron M. Feder, March 2001

AUTHORITY: Applicable state law and regulations.

BASIS OF ANG INVOLVEMENT
It has been the custom of the Air National Guard to support blood drives sponsored by bona fide health organizations such as the Red Cross and local blood banks. Generally, members are permitted to donate blood while in a duty status.

GUIDELINES
It should be noted that Commanders or the government should not face any undue legal exposure as long as the following guidelines are followed:

1. 
Members may not be coerced or ordered to give blood. They are only being provided an opportunity to volunteer;

2. 
Only bona fide and recognized agencies are allowed to solicit donations;

3. 
All procedures including screening of donors are handled by employees or volunteers of the outside agency and not by military personnel; and 

4. 
If a Commander is aware that an unsuitable individual wishes to volunteer (for example, a member with an infectious condition), the Commander should direct the member not to donate blood. Communication of this fact between the Commander and third parties outside the government (for example, the Red Cross or local blood bank) may be deemed a breach of the member's privacy.

Some units periodically throughout the year invite the local Red Cross onto their base to conduct blood drives. The unit advertises it within the unit, and the Red Cross advertises it to the local civilian community. The Red Cross supplies all the equipment and personnel. Military members and civilians donate blood, on a certain date which is usually during the week, as many Commanders need monthly drill time for required training. While state law may permit blood drives at local hospitals off‑base at which military members participate, use of base facilities for blood drives may require a lease or armory use agreement (probably at no rental fee) under your state’s law or military regulations.

Since these activities involve advance planning and coordination, Commanders are well‑advised to include their Staff Judge Advocate in the process.

KWIK‑NOTE: The ANG has only a PASSIVE ROLE in conducting blood drives.
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