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Medical and Dental Care to Persons Authorized


Updated by Lieutenant Colonel Ron M. Feder, March 2001

AUTHORITY: AFI 41-115, Authorized Health Care and Health Care Benefits in the Military Health Services System (25 Jul 94); OpJAGAF 1981/1.

MEDICAL CARE
When Authorized
Guard members who incur or aggravate an injury or illness in the line of duty while performing active duty, active duty for training or inactive duty for training or while traveling directly to or from such duty are entitled to the medical or dental care appropriate for treatment of the condition, including hospitalization or re-hospitalization, until the resulting disability cannot be materially improved by further treatment.

How Long Authorized
A tour of duty is not extended to cover hospitalization beginning during a tour and extending beyond the termination of such a tour. When Guard members are hospitalized beyond the termination date of an active duty tour, active duty for training, or inactive duty training, their status is that of a Guard member not on active duty or inactive duty for training. See the topic "LINE OF DUTY DETERMINATIONS" in this Deskbook for a discussion of the other benefits for which Guard members may be eligible in these situations.

Lengthy Care Situations
Individuals who are hospitalized beyond their training period and appear disqualified for further service because of injuries or diseases incurred or contracted in the line of duty, should meet a Medical Evaluation Board (MEB). Contact HQ USAF/SGHA for assistance if necessary. 

Who Pays?

Civilian medical care expenses (to include supplemental care charges) are authorized for Reserve Component members as specified in AFI 41-115. The National Guard pays for National Guard member's civilian medical expenses unless the medical treatment facility is referring the patient for care.  In the latter case, the medical treatment facility pays for the care.

DENTAL CARE
Complete elective dental care may not be available during tours of active duty or active duty for training for the correction of dental defects which have accumulated prior to the start of a tour. A dental officer may elect to provide treatment, but may also defer.  Each case is evaluated on individual merit.

KWIK‑NOTE: Coordination with Finance, MPF and the Clinic is essential to ensure appropriate medical care expenses are paid for authorized unit members.
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