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Motor Vehicle Rules – Military Bases


Updated by Lt Col Earl L. Cotton, July 2001 

AUTHORITY: AFI 31-101, The Air Force Installation Security Program (1 Jun 00); AFI 91-207, The U.S. Air Force Traffic Safety Program (1 Oct 95); AFI 31-204, Air Force Motor Vehicle Traffic Supervision (14 Jul 00) (for reference only); applicable state law. 

INTRODUCTION 

According to AFI 31-101, all Air Force installations, regardless of mission, are considered closed. This means that the general public, as well as base employees, does not have free access to operate private motor vehicles on base. Nevertheless, most Air National Guard installations are large enough that it will be necessary for some private motor vehicles to be allowed on base. 

NEED FOR RULES 

This permission for operation of private motor vehicles on base requires some means of control. If the base is co-located with an active installation, this will be handled by the active installation. However, if the base is not co-located, it will be up to the Air National Guard Base Commander to establish rules consistent with the base's needs, applicable regulations, and state laws. 

As a general proposition, if the base is a stand-alone operation, not located on exclusive Federal jurisdiction property, state law will provide the basis for any traffic regulations. The enforcement of these regulations may present some problems. If state law does not empower your security police or air base security guards to enforce traffic regulations, it will be up to the Commander to establish an administrative procedure to either identify violators and enforce violations militarily, or to turn violators over to civilian law enforcement authorities. If state law empowers your security police or air base security guards to enforce state traffic regulations, it will still be necessary for the Commander to decide whether, and to what extent, to exercise that power and whether, and in what situations, violators will be turned over to local authorities for prosecution or will be handled through some base administrative procedure. 

The development of any local base traffic regulations and the administrative procedure to enforce them should be coordinated with the Security Police and the Staff Judge Advocate. In addition, there may be some labor relations considerations in applying the regulation to technicians. As a result, the Labor Relations Specialist should also be consulted before implementing any new regulations and procedures. 

KWIK-NOTE: Establish the motor vehicle rules for your base and the methods for their enforcement. Consider promulgating a base regulation. Consider supplementing this topic in light of your state's motor vehicle rules. 
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