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Suspension of Base Driving Privileges


Updated by Lt Col Earl L. Cotton, July 2001 

AUTHORITY: DODD 1010.7, Drunk and Drugged Driving by DoD Personnel (10 Aug 83, C2, 20 Nov 85); AFI 31-204, Air Force Motor Vehicle Traffic Supervision (14 Jul 00)(for reference only); AFI 31-101, The Air Force Installation Security Program (1 Jun 00); Technician Personnel Regulation (TPR) 715, Voluntary and Nondisciplinary Actions (23 Feb 87); applicable state law. 

INTRODUCTION 

Any time there are rules covering the operation of privately owned motor vehicles on base, there is a potential for violations of those rules. See the topic, “MOTOR VEHICLE RULES - MILITARY BASES” in this Deskbook. 

In accordance with AFI 31-101 procedures are established for installation entry. The general public, as well as base employees - both military and civilian - do not have free access to operate privately owned motor vehicles on base. This is because the operation of a privately owned motor vehicle on base is a PRIVILEGE and not a right granted by the installation commander. If you accept that privilege, you must comply with the laws and instructions governing motor vehicle operation and registration on the installation. The installation commander is responsible for ensuring vehicles entering their installations are controlled. The operation of privately owned motor vehicles on base is subject to the legitimate concerns of the base Commander in providing for the safety of base personnel and the protection of the resources under the Commander’s care. 

RULES 

If the ANG base is co-located with an active duty military installation, the violation of base driving rules will be handled by the active installation. If the ANG base is not co-located, then the base Commander needs to establish rules for handling violators. 

ENFORCEMENT 

One possible consequence of violating base driving rules is the suspension of base driving privileges. This should only be done based on specific written rules that have been published and briefed to base personnel. Of primary importance is the right to be heard before base driving privileges are actually suspended. AFI 31-204 can be used as a basis for developing a viable program covering the suspension of base driving privileges. Any such program should logically be part of the base Commander’s regulation on motor vehicle rules for the base. 

The development of any regulation covering the suspension of base driving privileges should be done in coordination with the Staff Judge Advocate and Security Police. In addition, there may be some labor relations considerations in applying any such regulation to technicians. As a result, the Labor Relations Specialist should also be consulted before implementing any new regulation. 

If one of your unit members on TDY at an active Air Force installation, has base driving privileges suspended at that installation, the circumstances surrounding the suspension may support ANG disciplinary or adverse administrative action against that member. Such action should be coordinated with the Staff Judge Advocate before it is initiated. 

Attachment 1 to this topic is a sample format for an Installation Driving Privileges Program based upon AFI 31-204 which may be helpful in setting up a similar program for your base. It should be adapted to state and local requirements. 

KWIK NOTE: Establish the rules. Suspend driving privileges if your rules permit; and provide the affected member a hearing promptly thereafter. You may wish to supplement this topic with applicable state law. 
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Attachment 1 

DRIVING PRIVILEGES
Driving a government vehicle or POV on any military installation is a privilege granted by the Installation Commander. 

1. To drive a POV on base, persons must do the following: 

    a. Comply with all laws and regulations governing motor vehicle operations on base; 

    b. Comply with base registration requirements and register their motor vehicle with the Security Police; 

    c. Possess while operating a motor vehicle and produce on demand to law enforcement personnel: 

       (1) A valid state driver’s license; 

       (2) A certificate of state registration as required by the state in which the vehicle is registered; 

       (3) Proof of compliance with the minimum requirements of the automobile insurance laws or regulations of the state in which the installation is located; and 

       (4) Proof of satisfactory completion of safety and mechanical vehicle inspection by the state in which the vehicle is registered or by the state in which the installation is located if either state requires such an inspection; and 

2. Operators of government motor vehicles must have proof of authorization to operate the vehicle. 

Drivers on base give implied consent to a number of things: 

1. Consent to tests for alcohol or other drugs in their blood, breath and/or urine if lawfully stopped, apprehended, or cited for any offense committed while driving, or in physical control of, a motor vehicle on base while under the influence of intoxicants; and 

2. Consent for the removal and temporary impoundment of their POV when it is parked illegally, interfering with operations, creating a safety hazard, disabled by accident, left unattended in a restricted or controlled area, or abandoned. 

The Installation Commander may administratively suspend or revoke driving privileges on the installation. 

1. Driving privileges can be suspended for a number of reasons: 

    a. Installation commanders will immediately suspend installation GOV or POV driving privileges pending resolution of an intoxicated driving incident which involves active duty military personnel, their family members, retired members of the military service, and DOD civilian personnel. This applies regardless of the geographic location of an intoxicated driving incident. If arrested off-base for DWI, driving privileges are immediately suspended. If acquitted on the merits, driving privileges are restored;

    b. Refusal to take or complete a lawfully requested chemical test to determine contents of blood for alcohol or other drugs (suspend pending resolution of the underlying intoxicated driving incident); or 

    c. Operating a motor vehicle with a blood alcohol content (BAC) of 0.10 of one percent by volume or higher, or in violation of state BAC levels. 

2. Driving privileges can be revoked for a number of reasons: 

    a. Failure to comply with the laws and regulations governing motor vehicle operations on base; 

    b. Failure to comply with base registration requirements; or 

    c. Failure to possess a valid state driver’s license, proof of vehicle ownership or state registration, or a valid record of motor vehicle safety inspection (where required). 

3. Driving privileges will be revoked for a mandatory period of one year for:

    a. Driving while driver’s license or installation driving privileges are under suspension or revocation.

    b. Refusal to submit to or complete a test to measure blood alcohol content or the presence of any drug when apprehended for intoxicated driving on base; or 

    c. A conviction, nonjudicial punishment, or a military or civilian administrative action resulting in the suspension or revocation of a driver’s license  for intoxicated driving. 

    d. When a serious incident involving a motor vehicle occurs and the installation commander determines immediate revocation of driving privileges is required to preserve public safety or the good order and discipline of military personnel.

4. The traffic point system is mandatory and must  be used on base to provide a uniform administrative device to impartially judge driving performance, in which: 

    a. Points are assessed when a person violates a driving regulation; 

    b. Revocation or suspension can occur for serious moving traffic violations resulting in excessive traffic points (for example, 12 points within 12 consecutive months or 18 points within 24 consecutive months); and 

    c. Off-base convictions result in assessment of traffic points. 

5.  Before a person’s base driving privileges are suspended or revoked, certain procedural guidelines must be followed: 

    a. Persons to be denied base driving privileges have the right to a hearing before the designated hearing officer, and: 

       (1) Must be notified of their right to the administrative hearing and then fill out a request for the hearing; 

       (2) Must be notified of their right to request restoration of driving privileges pending investigation or resolution of the incident (direct request letters to the installation commander or designees).; 

       (3) The right of military personnel to present evidence and witnesses and be represented by a civilian counsel (at their own expense) or assigned military counsel;

       (4) The right of DOD civilian employees to have a personnel representative present at the administrative hearing;

       (5) Amount of time the individual has to respond and request the administrative hearing before the preliminary suspension becomes permanent;

       (6) Suspension or revocation is not stayed pending appeal; and 

    b. Before immediate suspension occurs for intoxicated driving offenses, review of the evidence must be accomplished as soon as possible, but not later than three duty days following assembly of all the evidence. 

6. Persons convicted of intoxicated driving offenses must complete alcohol rehabilitation as a condition of reinstatement of driving privileges. 
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