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Child and Spouse Abuse, Maltreatment and Neglect 


Updated by Major D. Graham Botha, June 2001  

AUTHORITY: Applicable state law and regulation; AFI 40-301, Family Advocacy (22 Jul 94)(for reference only). 

THE PROBLEM 

Child and spouse abuse, maltreatment and neglect (collectively called “abuse” here) has become more prevalent in today’s society, and is a matter of increasing concern to federal, state and local officials. 

NO ANG SOLUTION -- ONLY CIVILIAN HELP 

While the United States Air Force has an elaborate program for the prevention of abuse, for the identification, treatment, and rehabilitation of the abuser, and can institute administrative and disciplinary actions against the abuser, Air National Guard units, as military organizations, have no such similar program, and the Air Force program (AFI 40-301) is not directly applicable to the ANG.  However, it applies to all military and civilian personnel and their dependents entitled to receive care in a military facility as specified in AFI 41-114, Medical Programs and Benefits, and may, therefore, include AGRs. 

However, all states have civil and criminal statutes and regulations, and child and spouse abuse protection agencies to deal with this situation. Commanders and all personnel in ANG units should be ever vigilant to indications or evidence of such abuse by, to, or among their members and families. Suspicions of abuse are usually required by state law to promptly be reported to appropriate civilian law enforcement officials and protective social service type agencies in your jurisdiction. 

COMMANDER’S DUTIES 

Failure of ANG Commanders to report known or obvious instances of abuse, or abusers to appropriate officials, could possibly expose the Air National Guard or the State to liability for a negligent omission because a person in a supervisory capacity or position of authority with knowledge of the abuse may later be deemed to have had a duty to act (i.e., to report the abuse), and may be required by state law to promptly report suspected abuse. 

If one of your members has been adjudicated as a child or spouse abuser, or has been convicted of a criminal offense, by civilian authorities, after consulting with your Staff Judge Advocate, consider appropriate quality force management or disciplinary action. 

KWIK-NOTE: Closely consult with your Staff Judge Advocate before reporting suspected child or spouse abuse to civilian agencies and before questioning one of your members about suspected abuse. 
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