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Worldwide Locator Service for Military Personnel 


Updated by Major D. Graham Botha, June 2001  

AUTHORITY: As listed below. 

INFORMATION REQUIRED 

Each of the armed services has a worldwide locator service. Requests should be in writing and should provide, to the extent known, the service member’s: 

1. Full name; 

2. Social security number; 

3. Date of birth; 

4. Rank; 

5. Location (last known); and 

6. Time frame of last known duty assignment. 

BRANCH OF SERVICE ADDRESSES AND TELEPHONE NUMBERS 

Addresses and telephone numbers of the locator service are as follows: 

1. United States Army 

Commander U.S. Army EREC Attn: PCRE-RFL (Army Locator) Fort Benjamin Harrison, Indiana 46249-5301; (317) 542-4211 

2. United States Air Force 

HQ AFPC/MSIMDL (Air Force Worldwide Locator), 550 C Street West, Suite 50 San Antonio, Texas 78150-4752; (210) 652-5774/5775 

3. United States Navy 

Bureau of Naval Personnel PERS-02116 2 Navy Annex Washington, D.C. 20370-0216; (703) 614-3155/5011 

4. United States Marine Corps 
Headquarters, U.S.M.C. Headquarters Code MMSB-10 2008 Elliot Rd., Rm. 201 Quantico VA 22134; (703) 640-3942 

5. United States Coast Guard 

Commander (MPC-S) U.S. Coast Guard Pay 2100 2nd St. SW Washington, D.C. 20593-0001; (202) 267-1340 

PRACTICAL TIPS 

Prior to mailing in a location request you should call the appropriate military branch to learn whether any specific procedures or fees are required. The telephone lines stay busy constantly and it is rare that a caller will be able to get through on the first call. It can take from three to six months for a recently PCS’ed service member’s new unit of assignment to be available through the locator service. 

If the service member has moved from an address within the last eighteen months of your inquiry of the member’s whereabouts, you can also try the member’s local Post Office. You can either use a Freedom of Information Act form as provided by PSM 262.73, or write a letter to the Postmaster of that local Post Office (Postmaster, City, State, Zip Code) requesting a forwarding address for the member. In both cases, you must provide a $1.00 fee. 

NOTE: If you have a copy of the service member’s Leave and Earning Statement (LES), the military unit ID code of the individual and the state the service member claims as legal residence are located on the LES. 

KWIK-NOTE: Assist your members in attempting to find other military members through proper channels. Include this in your Legal Assistance Program. 
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