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ID Card Retrieval
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AUTHORITY: 18 U.S.C. 499 and 701; AFI 36-3026, Identification Cards for Members of the Uniformed Services, Their Family Members, and Other Eligible Personnel (29 Jul 99)
REASONS TO RETRIEVE 

ID cards are government property. The willful altering, damaging, lending, counterfeiting or using of any ID card in any unauthorized manner is a federal crime prosecutable by federal civilian authorities and punishable by fine or imprisonment or both. Such actions may also result in a military member being court-martialed or processed for administrative discharge. Any commissioned or noncommissioned officer, or security police member, in the performance of duty, may confiscate any ID card that has expired, is being fraudulently used, or is being presented by a person not entitled to its use. 

In shoplifting cases, base Commanders, Security Police, and Staff Judge Advocates should establish written base policy for confiscating ID cards. 

When a unit Commander starts administrative or judicial action against a member that may result in a discharge, the Commander or a designee should retrieve ID cards from the member and the member's dependents. The Commander sends the retrieved ID cards by letter to the servicing  MPF. The letter requests destruction of the cards. It also requests that the member and dependents be issued ID cards to expire within 90 days after the administrative or judicial action began. For military personnel being involuntarily separated, the words "Administrative Discharge Pending" should be overstamped on the front of the card. 

The MPF must attempt to retrieve ID cards from persons no longer entitled to a dependent ID card. Such cases include instances of divorce, marriage of a child, or college disenrollment of an eligible child. If the card cannot be retrieved voluntarily from the holder by letters from the sponsor, Commander, or MPF, the case may be referred to Security Forces for investigation. Such investigation, however, should be closely coordinated with the Staff Judge Advocate. 

Should any problem arise in this area, coordinate with the Staff Judge Advocate. 

KWIK-NOTE: An ID card is federal government property and its possession and use are a PRIVILEGE. The ID card may be confiscated and the user prosecuted for its improper use.
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