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Command by Non-rated Officer 


Updated by Col. Miriam O. Victorian, September 2002

AUTHORITY: AFI 51-604, Appointment to and Assumption of Command (1 Oct 00); OpJAGAF 1989/25, Request for Waiver to Allow Non-rated Officer to Command (3 May 89).

COMMANDERS OF FLYING UNITS
Command is exercised by virtue of office and the special assignment of officers who are eligible by law to exercise command. Only line officers having clearance authority for manned aircraft may command flying organizations. These officers must be in active flying status, must hold a currently effective aeronautical rating, and must be qualified for aviation service.

UNITS WITH A NONFLYING MISSION

Flying organizations are defined as units whose primary mission is flying manned aircraft, or planning for and directing the employment of manned aircraft. Certain types of units have multiple missions, which include responsibility for controlling and directing flying activities. These organizations may be commanded by non-rated officers provided the Commander of any subordinate flying organization is rated and in active flying status and clearance authority has been delegated.

WAIVER TO COMMAND UNNECESSARY

In 1989, the Judge Advocate General of the Air Force had occasion to consider whether a non-rated officer could be appointed to command a National Guard aerospace defense group. The unit exercised operational control of flying units, but it also had a non-flying mission. The Judge Advocate General decided that no waiver was required to appoint a non-rated officer to command since the unit had a multiple mission. A rated officer was properly in command of the flying elements of the organization and was delegated clearance authority.

STATE HEADQUARTERS
In ANG state headquarters, if the Air Commander and/or Chief of Staff is not a rated officer, the State Director of Air Operations must be rated and serving in rated position identifier code (RP1) Code 8, because the Air Commander and/or Chief of Staff will be serving in rated position identifier Code (RP1). (See ANGI 38-101, paragraph 2.1.4.)

For more information about command issues, consult your Staff Judge Advocate.

KWIK‑NOTE: Units with non-flying activities as all or part of their mission may be commanded by non-rated officers.
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