                                               DINNER REMARKS 

THANK YOU BILL FOR YOUR GRACIOUS COMMENTS—THEY MEAN A LOT TO MY FAMILY BECAUSE THEY BELIEVE EVERYTHING YOU SAID.  

BEFORE I GO ANY FURTHER, I’D LIKE TO DO SOMETHING NOW THAT WOULD NORMALLY BE DONE LATER IN THE EVENING.   WE HAVE EXCEEDED THE GOAL THAT MARIE AND I SET FOR THIS EVENING—TO HAVE A RELAXING FUNCTION THAT EVERYONE WOULD ENJOY.   THIS HAS BEEN A MARVELOUS EVENING FOR US—AS I HOPE IT HAS BEEN FOR EACH OF YOU. 

MARIE AND I TAKE NO CREDIT FOR THIS—ALL OF THAT BELONGS TO MAJOR CHERYL THOMPSON AND THE MANY, MANY PEOPLE IN THE JAG DEPARTMENT WHO HELPED HER.  I’D LIKE CHERYL TO COME TO THE FRONT SO I CAN APPROPRIATELY SAY “THANK YOU” (PRESENT FLOWERS).  

I’D LIKE ALL OF THE PEOPLE WHO WORKED SO HARD WITH CHERYL TO MAKE THIS A WONDERFUL EVENING TO PLEASE STAND AND BE RECOGNIZED (Col Margaret McCord, Maj Steve Woody, Maj Steve Thompson, Maj Scott Martin, Capt Vinnie Buquicchio, Ms Barbara Jackson, Capt Tina Slicker, Maj Amy Altemus, CMSgt Brian Wygle, MSgt Carol Dwyer, Caot Margaret Ashmnore, Rosa Reyes, Marshelle Myers, Konald Ingram—and anyone I failed to mention) PLEASE GIVE THEM A BIG HAND. 

THE ENTERTAINMENT COMMITTEE DESERVES SPECIAL RECOGNITION FOR CREATING A VIDEO THAT MARIE AND I WILL CHERISH FOREVER.   WOULD COLONEL CHRIS DOOLEY AND MAJ TERESA HOLLINGSWORTH, MSGT JUNE EDWARDS AND SSGT GREG FECHNER (who produced the video) PLEASE STAND FOR A ROUND OF APPLAUSE? 

WE ALSO ARE GRATEFUL TO THE STROLLING STRINGS, UNDER THE DIRECTION OF CMSGT DAVID SWANSON AND LED BY MSGT MARK HELM, AND TO HIGH FLIGHT, UNDER THE LEADERSHIP OF SMSGT JAY JERRIGAN AND MUSICAL DIRECTION OF SMSGT MARK TARALLO, FOR THEIR SUPERB ENTERTAINMENT.   PLEASE GIVE THEM A WARM HAND.  

AND FINALLY, THE SHERATON CRYSTAL CITY HOTEL HAS AGAIN DONE AN OUTSTANDING JOB.  PLEASE JOIN ME IN EXTENDING OUR GRATEFUL APPRECIATION TO THE MANAGEMENT AND STAFF, ESPECIALLY MS KATHY CHAPMAN, THE CATERING MANAGER.

ALL OF YOU GREATLY HONOR MY FAMILY AND ME BY YOUR PRESENCE TONIGHT—SENIOR MEMBERS OF THE AIR FORCE CIVILIAN AND MILITARY LEADERSHIP, OUR SISTER SERVICE AND JUDICIAL FRIENDS OF THE AIR FORCE AND THE JUDGE ADVOCATE GENERAL’S DEPARTMENT, SENIOR OFFICER AND PARALEGAL LEADERS OF THE TJAG DEPARTMENT AND, FROM AN ORGANIZATION THAT HAS BEEN A POSITIVE INFLUENCE ON ME AND MANY OTHER FLAG OFFICERS IN THE PENTAGON, THE CHRISTIAN EMBASSY THAT SPONSORS THE WEEKLY FLAG OFFICER FELLOWSHIP MEETINGS IN THE PENTAGON—WELCOME TO REVEREND CORKY EDDINS.

FOR ME TONIGHT IS A FAMILY EVENT—OUR TOTAL FORCE AIR FORCE FAMILY—OUR JAG FAMILY, ACTIVE DUTY, RESERVE COMPONENT, CIVILIAN AND RETIRED—AND MY IMMEDIATE FAMILY ALL OF WHOM ARE HERE TONIGHT. 

 I WANT TO INTRODUCE MY FAMILY TO YOU.   MY FATHER IS ONE OF TOM BROKOW’S  “THE GREATEST GENERATION”—A DESTROYER CAPTAIN IN WWII, A CAREER NAVAL OFFICER AND JAG—A PERSON WHO SERVED AS A ROLE MODEL FOR ME ON HOW TO BE A HUSBAND, A FATHER AND HOW TO BE AN OFFICER. 

  WHATEVER POSITIVE ATTRIBUTES I MAY HAVE, THEY COME FROM MY MOTHER AND MY FATHER—A TEAM THAT ENDURED THE HARDSHIPS OF MILITARY SERVICE DURING AN EARLIER ERA AND WHOSE LEGACY IS CHILDREN AND GRANDCHILDREN WHO CONTINUE TO SERVE.  I KNOW MY MOTHER IS WITH HER FAMILY THIS EVENING AND I THINK SHE IS PLEASED.

MY DAUGHTER KARIN, A FLORIDA “GATOR” IS AN ADVERTISING ACCOUNT EXECUTIVE, MARATHON RUNNER AND, AS THE FRONT OFFICE KNOWS, A DOMINANT FORCE IN MY LIFE.  MY SON DREW IS HERE FROM WIESBADEN, GERMANY.  DREW IS A DUKE “BLUE DEVIL” AND IS A FIRST LIEUTENANT IN THE ARMY.  DREW IS A KOSOVO CAMPAIGN VETERAN, WHO AS A BRAND NEW SECOND LIEUTENANT ASKED TO BE ASSIGNED AS A MEMBER OF TASK FORCE HAWK AND LATER TASK FORCE FALCON.  HE SAW DUTY IN ALBANIA, MACEDONIA AND KOSOVO.  WHILE THREE SERVICES ARE REPRESENTED IN MY FAMILY, I THINK THE 30 DAYS DREW SPENT IN THE MUD AT TIRANA AIRPORT GAVE HIM AMPLE TIME TO REFLECT ON THE WISDOM OF CHOOSING THE ARMY AS A WAY OF LIFE.  

MY OLDEST SISTER, MARCY IS THE WIFE OF A MINISTER AND A CAREER HIGH SCHOOL TEACHER.  MY SISTER MARI IS A PEDIATRICIAN, AUTHOR AND LECTURER.  HER OLDEST SON AND DAUGHTER ARE CAPTAINS SERVING IN THE AIR FORCE MEDICAL CORPS.   MY SISTER ALETA IS THE DIRECTOR, CORPORATE SERVICES DIVISION, FOR THE DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY.  HER TWO LOVELY DAUGHTERS ARE WITH US TONIGHT.   MY BROTHER TOM, NO STRANGER TO THE PEOPLE IN ENVIRONMENTAL LAW AND LITIGATION, IS THE DIRECTOR OF NATURAL RESOURCES MANAGEMENT POLICY OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF THE NAVY (INSTALLATIONS AND ENVIRONMENT).  

SO YOU CAN SEE THAT I COME FROM A FAMILY THAT HAS A TRADITION OF PUBLIC SERVICE, AND MY SERVICE AS A MEMBER OF THE AIR FORCE JUDGE ADVOCATE GENERAL’S DEPARTMENT IS JUST PART OF THAT FAMILY TRADITION. 

TO LOOK BACK IN RETROSPECT, AS HAS OCCURRED ON MORE THAN ONE OCCASION THESE PAST FEW MONTHS, AND TO SEE YOUR LIFE HIGHLIGHTED AS DONE SO ADMIRABLY IN THE VIDEO THIS EVENING, ONE CAN’T HELP BUT EXPERIENCE VERY STRONG EMOTIONS.  MARIE AND I HAVE REACHED A DIFFICULT MILESTONE IN OUR LIFE. 

THE JAG DEPARTMENT AND THE UNITED STATES AIR FORCE HAVE BEEN OUR LIFE FOR 31 YEARS.  IT HAS BEEN A GOOD LIFE—IT HAS BEEN AN EXCITING LIFE—AND IT HAS BEEN A MEANINGFUL LIFE.  WE WILL ALWAYS TREASURE OUR MEMORIES OF THE PEOPLE, THE PLACES, AND THE OPPORTUNITIES THAT THE UNITED STATES AIR FORCE GAVE  US.  WE HAVE MET WONDERFUL PEOPLE AT EVERY ASSIGNMENT.  WE HAVE LIVED IN AND VISITED GREAT PLACES—EVEN KOREA—AND WE HAVE ENJOYED THEM ALL.  EACH HOLDS A UNIQUE PLACE IN OUR MEMORY AND IN OUR HEARTS.  

I HAVE BEEN ESPECIALLY BLESSED WITH OPPORTUNITIES IN THE AIR FORCE AT EVERY LEVEL TO MAKE A CONTRIBUTION BY WORKING HARD AT SOMETHING I LOVED.  WHILE THE FUTURE IS YET BRIGHT, AND TOMORROW HOLDS MUCH PROMISE, IF I WERE UNABLE TO CONTRIBUTE MORE, I COULD STILL HOLD MY HEAD HIGH FOR I HAVE BEEN A PART OF SOMETHING VERY SPECIAL, VERY MEANINGFUL, AND VERY IMPORTANT TO OUR NATION.

IN REFLECTING ON OUR LIFE IN THE AIR FORCE, I WON’T PRESUME TO SPEAK FOR KARIN OR DREW.  I KNOW BETTER THAN TO MAKE THAT MISTAKE.  HOWEVER, I WILL MAKE AN “OBERVATION.”  I HAVE WATCHED OUR CHILDREN GROW INTO OUTSTANDING YOUNG ADULTS.  THEY HAVE THE QUALITIES THAT ARE SO COMMONLY FOUND IN “SERVICE BRATS”—THEY ARE SMART, CONFIDENT, ARTICULATE, POISED AND HAVE AN INSATIABLE CURIOSITY FOR TRAVEL AND A HEALTY RESPECT FOR OTHER CULTURES.  BUT ABOVE ALL THEY MAKE FRIENDS SO VERY EASILY—AND FRIENDSHIP IS THE THREAD THAT BINDS TOGETHER LIFE’S EXPERIENCES.   SO MY OBSERVATION IS THAT NEITHER KARIN NOR DREW HAVE ANY REGRETS THAT THEY WERE RAISED IN THE AIR FORCE FAMILY.

I CAN TAKE LITTLE CREDIT FOR THEM.  MARIE, WITH GOD’S HELP, WAS ALWAYS THERE TO NURTURE, GUIDE AND INSTILL THE VALUES THAT FORM THE CHARACTER OF THESE TWO YOUNG ADULTS.  THEY ARE OUR GIFT TO THE FUTURE AND THEY ARE MARIE’S HANDIWORK.  MARIE, I OWE YOU MORE THAN I CAN EVER REPAY.   WOULD BEING HOME EVERY DAY FOR LUNCH BE A START?
AND NOW IT IS TIME TO BRING CLOSURE TO THIS CHAPTER IN OUR LIVES.  THE EVENTS TONIGHT ARE THE CAPSTONE TO MORE THAN 31 YEARS OF A WONDERFUL CAREER.  I AM DEEPLY MOVED BY THE PRESENTATIONS AND THE MANY GIFTS.  EACH WILL BE TREAURED.  I AM ESPECIALLY TOUCHED BY THE TRIBUTE FROM THE SENIOR PARALEGAL LEADERSHIP.  TO BE MADE AN HONORARY CHIEF MASTER SERGEANT IS, IN MY VIEW, THE HIGHEST TRIBUTE AN OFFICER CAN RECEIVE FROM THE ENLISTED FORCE.   FOR THIS TO OCCUR IN THE PRESENCE OF MY AIR FORCE FAMILY, MY JAG FAMILY AND MY IMMEDIATE FAMILY IS A SPECIAL HONOR THAT I WILL CHERISH ALWAYS.

  I HAVE FREQUENTLY SAID THE ROLE OF THE SENIOR JAG AND THE SENIOR PARALEGAL AT EVERY LEVEL IS ONE OF SHARED EXECUTIVE LEADERSHIP—AND IT IS THIS TEAM EFFORT THAT MAKES THE JAG DEPARTMENT THE SUCCESS THAT HAS BEEN ITS HALLMARK FOR HALF A CENTURY.

THERE IS ONE OTHER TEAM I WANT TO RECOGNIZE—THE FRONT OFFICE TEAM.  THESE SUPERB PEOPLE HAVE CONSISTENTLY MADE THE TJAG AND DJAG LOOK GOOD.   MARSHELLE AND ROSA ARE THE VERY BEST AND I HIRED THEM BOTH!  MARGARET MCCORD AND NIKKI HALL—STEVE LEPPER—TED FINK—STEVE DONNELLY—DAVE THOMAS—SHARON SUGHRU—KEVIN CORCORAN—KEITH WILLIAMS—PETE CARY--ALL WONDERFUL PEOPLE.   AND BEFORE THAT AT JAC—BERNIE WHITAKER—TONYA HAGMEIER AND AMY GRIESE—DEANNA TOULEY—WHAT A GREAT SUPPORTING CAST!   MY THANKS TO EACH ONE OF YOU FOR YOUR DEDICATION THAT WENT FAR BEYOND WHAT COULD BE ASKED OF ANYONE.   

I HAVE HAD THE RARE PRIVILEGE OF SHARING A LEADERSHIP ROLE WITH THREE JUDGE ADVOCATES GENERAL.  I HAVE SERVED AS THE DEPUTY DURING WHAT SOME WOULD CALL “INTERESTING TIMES.”   THESE WERE TIMES WHEN THE UNITED STATES AIR FORCE WAS CONFRONTED WITH DAUNTING CHALLENGES WROUGHT BY CHANGE THAT BROUGHT WITH IT SOME OF THE MOST CONTENTIOUS ISSUES THAT EVER FACED SENIOR LEADERSHIP.  MANY OF THESE WERE UNPRECEDENTED IN SCOPE AND UNPRECEDENTED IN THE SPEED IN WHICH THEY WERE THRUST UPON US.

SOME OF THESE EVENTS PLACED AIR FORCE CREDIBILITY AT RISK AND THREATENED TO DESTROY THE PUBLIC TRUST AND CONFIDENCE IN OUR AIR FORCE THAT ARE SO ESSENTIAL TO ITS VERY EXISTENCE.  THROUGHOUT ALL OF THIS TURMOIL, ONE INSTITUTION STOOD FIRM IN ITS COMMITMENT TO THE AIR FORCE CORE VALUES OF INTEGRITY, SERVICE AND EXCELLENCE.  I AM PROUD TO HAVE BEEN A PART OF THAT INSTITUTION—THE JUDGE ADVOCATE GENERAL’S DEPARTMENT.

IN 1997 THE AIR FORCE CELEBRATED ITS FIFTIETH ANNIVERSARY.  MANY OF YOU WILL RECALL THE THEME: “GOLDEN LEGACY, BOUNDLESS FUTURE.”  LAST YEAR THE JUDGE ADVOCATE GENERAL’S DEPARTMENT CONCLUDED ITS CELEBRATION OF THE 50TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE DEPARTMENT.  AS I STAND WITH YOU TONIGHT, I CONSIDER MYSELF PART OF THE GOLDEN LEGACY OF THE AIR FORCE AND THE JAG DEPARTMENT.

TO THE MEN AND WOMEN OF THE JUDGE ADVOCATE GENERAL’S DEPARTMENT, YOUR TASK IS TO CARRY OUR HERITAGE FORWARD--TO BUILD THE DEPARTMENT’S FUTURE ON THE FOUNDATION OF ITS HERITAGE.  IT IS YOU WHO WILL HELP SHAPE OUR BOUNDLESS FUTURE. 

YOU HAVE SUPERB LEADERSHIP TO TAKE YOU FORWARD IN GENERALS MOORMAN AND FISCUS, GENERALS LYNCH AND GRUBER, AND CHIEFS HASKINS AND JEMISON.   SO I LEAVE YOU WITH A GOOD FEELING, FOR I KNOW YOU ARE IN GOOD HANDS.

MARIE, PLEASE JOIN ME.   I ASK ALL OF YOU TO RISE AND CHARGE YOUR GLASSES FOR ONE FINAL TOAST.

I PROPOSE A TOAST TO THE JUDGE ADVOCATE GENERAL’S DEPARTMENT--MAY ITS BOUNDLASS FUTURE FAR SURPASS IT GOLDEN LEGACY--TO THE JUDGE ADVOCATE GENERAL’S DEPARTMENT! 
MAY GOD BLESS EACH AND EVERY ONE OF YOU—THANK YOU FOR 31 WONDERFUL YEARS.  
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