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ORGANIZATION
The Air Force Office of Special Investigation (AFOSI) was established on August 1, 1948 to provide an independent centralized organization to conduct unbiased factual investigations. The mission of the AFOSI is to provide to the Commander (including Air National Guard) complete service concerning investigation into matters of a criminal nature, fraud or counterintelligence. Their offices are located on active duty Air Force installations.

INVESTIGATIVE SERVICES PROVIDED
The AFOSI can provide investigative services to an Air National Guard Commander in the following areas:

1. 
Alleged major crimes such as: arson, bribery, homicide, counterfeiting, sex offenses, impersonation, improper use or diversion of federal government property or employees, forgery, robbery, housebreaking, drug abuse, and other crimes that violate the Uniform Code of Military Justice or other federal laws and directives;

2. 
Treason, sedition, subversion, major security violations, terrorism, espionage, and other clandestine intelligence activities;

3. 
Crimes against the United States that involve contracting matters, appropriated and nonappropriated fund activities, computer systems, pay and allowance matters, and acquiring or disposing of U.S. Air Force property;

4. 
Other crimes (major or minor) or matters that need full or specialized investigation;

5. 
Investigative surveys to detect unlawful and improper acts, fraud and counterintelligence; and

6. 
Other specialized areas of investigation listed in AFI 31‑206, attachment 2.

REFERRAL OF INVESTIGATION TO AFOSI

The Commander may refer matters for investigation to an AFOSI unit, but has the discretion NOT to refer an investigation to the AFOSI. For practical purposes, Commanders should use the AFOSI unit closest to their ANG base. Commanders and their Chief of Security Forces and Staff Judge Advocate should know and maintain current liaison with the AFOSI unit nearest their base.

Depending on the alleged offense, the AFOSI may also work concurrently with other agencies such as your security forces, and federal, state, or local law enforcement officials.

If the AFOSI conducts an investigation, Commanders should contact their Staff Judge Advocate before any AFOSI investigative documents are released.

SPECIALIZED FUNCTIONS
The AFOSI has specialized functions which may be of valuable use to an Air National Guard Commander. For instance, the AFOSI is the sole manager of the USAF polygraph program, has specially trained mental health professionals for forensic hypnosis to aid a witness or victim’s memory enhancement, can provide computer crime investigative assistance, forensic specialists to aid in aircraft accident investigation boards, technical surveillance countermeasures,  and protective services (including assessments and estimates on terrorist and foreign intelligence threats to Air National Guard deployments, exercises, weapons facilities, and other base facilities), can investigate all non‑routine security violations, and can also provide undercover agents for investigations at your base.

POLICY MATTERS

AFOSI agents, as Title 10 active duty members, are governed by the Manual For Courts‑Martial, and hence may only apprehend people subject to the UCMJ. They cannot apprehend a Title 32 National Guard member. 

The AFOSI Report of Investigation contains information learned by the AFOSI as a result of the investigation, and will not have recommendations or suggestions on appropriate command action. AFOSI reports may be released in whole or in part but only to persons who require access pursuant to their official duties; and only HQ AFOSI may authorize release of information in their reports outside the Air Force or Air National Guard, or determine whether to release or deny the release of information in those reports under the Freedom of Information or Privacy Acts pursuant to the law enforcement records exemption.

Examples of recent AFOSI involvement with the ANG include the investigation of theft of government property of a National Guard unit; the briefing of Air National Guard members on terrorism, security matters, and traveling to communist countries; and the investigation into whether improper items were taken from Kuwait to the United States. 

Commanders are well‑advised to consult and coordinate with their Chief of Security Forces and Staff Judge Advocate both before and during any AFOSI investigation into activities on their installations.

KWIK‑NOTE: The AFOSI can be a valuable resource for Air National Guard Commanders.
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