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Visits to United States Congress 
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Updated by 2nd Lt Karunesh Khanna, August 2002

AUTHORITY: 18 U.S.C. 1913

RESTRICTIONS AND REQUIREMENTS

All members of the National Guard should be aware in their contacts with the United States Congress to avoid impermissible activity. Impermissible activity includes lobbying in violation of 18 U.S.C. 1913 and misuse of government assets. Members should avoid even the appearance of impermissible activity. The responsibility rests with each of us to ensure public confidence in the Government.

Federal funds appropriated for the training and administration of the National Guard may not be used to facilitate a lobbying effort. For example, members may not use federal aircraft to fly to Washington to influence state interests in Congress. Likewise, when a member travels to Washington in a duty status, the purpose must be to perform official military duties. 

If members of the National Guard are in Washington for a valid official purpose, they may meet with their elected representatives or staff. This meeting must not be the primary purpose of the trip and the meeting may not be a subterfuge for lobbying. The meeting must not consume the major portion of the duty day nor interfere with official duties. Civilian attire should be worn by members visiting their representatives whenever possible. 

To avoid the appearance of impermissible lobbying or the misuse of government property, and to avoid any misunderstanding, members who desire to meet with their representatives when conducting official business in the Washington area, or when traveling in conjunction with federally funded travel regardless of their duty status, must advise Legislative Affairs Division (NGB-LA) about the meeting in advance. Notification to NGB-LA may be telephonic, but must be confirmed immediately in writing. 

Members in federally-funded duty status must not appear in Congressional hearings regarding matters of interest to the National Guard unless subpoenaed by proper authority or requested to do so by the National Guard Bureau. Any such appearance must be coordinated through NGB-LA. 

The National Guard Bureau does not intend to interfere with the right of individuals to communicate with their elected representatives. National Guard members may communicate with Congress individually or collectively, through private associations, the same as any other citizen, so long as no Federal resources are involved in the activity. 

KWIK-NOTE: Use of federal funds by military members to voluntarily meet with members of Congress is PROHIBITED. 
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