FORWARD

By Major General Thomas J. Fiscus

I was privileged recently to speak at the all services Judges Conference held at the Air Force Judge Advocate General School.  When I opened the floor for dialogue, the first question asked was about the differences between the U.S. military justice system under the Uniformed Code of Military Justice (UCMJ) and other countries' military justice systems.  The judges wanted to know more about how our system compares to those of the countries with which we conduct military operations.  Fortunately, I had just read the draft articles for this volume the night before!  The judges' questions made the point that we do not understand enough about how each other’s military justice systems operate.

This edition of the Air Force Law Review helps us to begin to achieve the above goal by providing an excellent survey of the military justice systems used by the United States, United Kingdom, Canada, Australia, Israel, and the Russian Federation.  Greater knowledge of the systems of military justice used by these other nations is extremely valuable when we are evaluating the opportunities for improving our own system.  Moreover, this knowledge becomes vital when we are working with coalition partners in multinational operations.  This point takes on added meaning in carrying out anti-terrorist operations with other countries in the wake of the terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001.


Several of the articles point out that the UCMJ is regularly evaluated in comparison to the American civil system of justice.  Having a military justice system that is fair in fact and in perception bolsters our core values by properly addressing misconduct, deterring others from wrong doing, and maintaining the trust of our fellow service members, host nations and the American people.  While we provide justice in individual cases, our overall focus is on ensuring good order and discipline in the force.


An understanding of the U.S. military justice system and those of other nations will foster confidence in our allies of our desire to ensure a fair system of justice.  For that reason also, it is my hope that this volume will be studied by our allies and friends around the world.  This edition of the Air Force Law Review may become another step toward greater understanding of and by our allies, especially in this crucial time in the global war on terrorism.
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